
PRIVATE SCHOOL APPLICATION: BOSTON 

 

 
 
Please complete the following application, and submit it to the Strategic Planning Office at Boston Public 
Schools, c/o Peter Sloan, Interim Director of Strategic Planning, 617-635-9693, 
psloan@bostonpublicschools.org 
 
1. Background 

 
School name:   Northeastern University Vision School @ Boston Ballet    
 
School physical address:   360 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 02115 
 
School mailing address:     Northeastern University Vision School 

   360 Huntington Avenue, 20 BV 
(if different)                        Boston , MA  02115 
 
Grades Offered:  Grades 9-12     
 
Phone:   617-373-7879    Fax:  NA    
 
Website:   in process   Email:  in process    
 
Principal’s name:  Kimberly Nolan, Ed.D.     
 
Is the principal certified with the Massachusetts ESE?   If yes, license #: VERMONT Certification  
 
 Dr. Nolan is certified as a teacher and K-12 School Administrator in Vermont (reciprocal with MA) 
 
Contact person: David Czesniuk  (COO)    Phone:  617-373-7879   
 
Contact person’s email address:  d.czesniuk@neu.edu     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:psloan@bostonpublicschools.org
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2. Population to be Served 

 
A. What is your school’s planned enrollment? Please list number of students by grade. If you plan 

to add grades over time, please list both your projected first year enrollment, as well as 
projected enrollment when you reach your ultimate grade configuration (“final”). 
 

Grade Enrollment 
(First Year) 

Enrollment 
(Final) 

 Grade Enrollment 
(First Year) 

Enrollment 
(Final) 

K0 0 0  6 0 0 
K1 0 0  7 0 ? 
K2 0 0  8 0 ? 
1 0 0  9 5 45 
2 0 0  10 3 45 
3 0 0  11          3         45 
4 0 0  12 1 45 
5 0 0     

 
B. Please describe your admissions process and criteria. Is there any admissions priority or targeted 

recruitment for students living nearby? 
 
The NU Vision School recruits its students from cohorts of young professionals. The current 
cohort includes members of the Boston Ballet. We are a college preparatory environment and 
evaluate students according to their previous school success, teacher recommendations and 
evaluations, and the previous school records of testing and evaluation of educational growth 
and development. 
 
As the school grows it is expected that cohorts will include neighborhood and city students, The 
criteria are based on ‘professional’ career paths as well as the intelligences the student offers 
for development. The current cohort includes Boston Ballet candidates. Discussions are ongoing 
to identify the next cohort(s). 
 
 

C. Does your school intend to have BPS transport your students? If yes, what percent of your 
students do you anticipate will use BPS transportation (to estimate, consider how many K-5 
students live more than 1 mile from school, how many 6-8th grade students live more than 1.5 
miles away, and how many 9-12th graders live more than 2 miles away)? 
 
NU Vision School does NOT intend to have Boston Public Schools (BPS) transport its students.  
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3. Physical Plant/Safety 

 
a. For all facilities to be used by students, please attach copies of current:  

 
 

i) Certificate of Occupancy  
ii) Fire inspection 
iii) Safety inspection 
iv) Elevator inspection, if applicable  
v) Compliance with lead paint poisoning prevention (for children under 6 years old)  
vi) Compliance with other applicable federal and state health and safety standards (e.g., 

PCB, asbestos inspections, handicap accessibility)  
vii) Copies of valid safety and health inspection certificates 

 
Elevator Permit for 19 Clarendon Street (classroom Building); 

 
 
Building permits for Clarendon Street: classroom building 

Building Permit 2014-15.pdf
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Building permits for dormitory space assigned to Vision School students: 
 

20140828130808304.pdf
 

 
 

b. Note that the BPS review team will use a site visit to look for evidence that the site, plant, and 
equipment adequately support the program and are operated to ensure the safety and health of 
the students. Please describe any additional context about physical plant / safety here, if 
necessary. 
 
ALL FACILITIES USED BY VISION SCHOOL STUDENTS WILL BE NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY SITES. 
ALL HAVE BEEN INSPECTED AND APPROVED FOR EDUCATIONAL USES. 
 
INCLUDED HERE ARE THE DOCUMENTS FOR CORE EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES AND THE LIVING 
(DORMITORY) SPACES TO BE USED BY THE VISION SCHOOL, ITS STAFF, AND STUDENTS. 
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4. Mission and Educational Philosophy 

 
A. Please describe the school’s mission and educational philosophy. 

 

The NU Vision School @ Boston Ballet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the School 

Real world, success is measured by one’s capacity 

to apply knowledge and skills in the world and not 

the knowledge one has memorized.  In fact, 

success comes more from “know how” than 

“know what.”  It has been well-argued that our 

youth in the next twenty years will benefit more 

from knowing how to find and use relevant 

knowledge in the world and critically think, 

problem-solve, create, collaborate, and 

effectively communicate.   This will be the focus 

of the NU Vision School. 

The NU Vision School’s ABCs.  In addition to these 

goals, the NU Vision School will embrace and work 

with students in developing the particular 

personal qualities as presented in our ABC’s.   We 

believe these personal qualities will encourage 

and inspire our students to make a greater contribution to the world than they could without them. 

B. Please define your educational goals and objectives.  
 

 

 NU VISION SCHOOL ABC’S  

 OUR GRADUATES WILL BE: 

 

 A 
 Articulate (in all forms of expression) 
 Authentic 
 Aware and respectful of self and others 
 

 B 
 Benevolent  

 Bold in their thinking and imagining 

 Brave and open to new challenges 

 

 C 
 Creative  

 Career and College ready 

 Contextually and culturally cognizant 

 

The NU Vision School @ Boston Ballet will provide a dynamic 

educational experience for students to explore, inquire and engage their 

interests and passions.  The school will meet the diverse and unique 

learning needs of Boston Ballet students.  The NU Vision School & 

Boston Ballet will both challenge and support the Boston Ballet students 

through an engaging curriculum predicated on student-centered, 

project-based, and interest-driven learning.  Through meaningful 

learning the Boston Ballet students will come to know themselves and 

the world better through the disciplinary lenses of the Humanities and 

STEM, the skills of critical thinking and creative problem solving, 

GROUNDED in compassion and social justice. 
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Learning at the NU Vision School will be project-based and interdisciplinary, building a solid foundation 
of content knowledge and ways of seeing, thinking, and communicating that will give every student the 
opportunity to: 
 

 pursue further learning in a field of post-secondary study 

 consider multiple perspectives in making social and civic choices 

 investigate issues and challenges, physical, social, and intellectual 

 problem-solve, create, and innovate 

 proactively contribute to the world 
 

Given the interdisciplinary focus of the school, students’ exploration and investigation will take place in 
the Humanities and in STEM, with teachers guiding students’ learning. 

Learning within the Humanities – NU students, not unlike other students, will be exposed to various 
literature, history, and the arts.  The NU Vision School’s curriculum, however, will focus on 
understanding the individual human and social experience and expression – through fiction and poetry, 
non-fictional accounts, and primary sources.  Through these medium, NU Vision students will come to 
appreciate the breadth and depth of human experience as well as the beauty and tragedy of social 
events, such as community and war, benevolence and social injustice.  In this way, the humanities 
extends to the study of social systems, economics, and politics. 

Learning in STEM – NU Vision School students will be grounded in the core content and concepts of 
biology, chemistry, and physics, as well as math (algebra, geometry, etc.).  However, NU Vision School 
students will learn the content and core concepts in these fields through the study of events, issues, and 
phenomena and will design projects that evidence their understanding of those concepts.  For example, 
students may study global warming, a specific ecosystem under threat, while our faculty ask them to 
design a solar-powered car or house.  Engineering and the use of technology will become the backbone 
of learning for all NU Vision School students, given engineering is a discipline centered around problem-
identification, problem-solving, design, creativity, and innovation. 

Student-centered and self-directed learning  – While the teachers in the NU Vision School will offer 
specific courses of study in traditional content areas (e,g., algebra, chemistry, or literature), a good deal 
of their time and effort will be focused on supporting students in the design, planning, and pursuit of 
interdisciplinary projects.  Students at the NU Vision School will also learn how to be self-directed 
learners, working independently or in small groups based on students’ interest in STEM and the 
Humanities, taking advantage of project-based, experiential, and on online-learning. 

ePortfolios as evidence of learning – A significant focus of the school will be students’ reflection on and 

documentation of their learning.  Each student will maintain an ePortfolio, wherein students will 

catalogue their learning activities and provide evidence of their learning through the products of their 

learning, such as papers, project artifacts, and presentations.  These ePortfolios will be used to archive 

the achievement of identified benchmarks and expectations in both the Core Curriculum as well as the 

school’s ABC’s. 

  

Learning at the NU Vision School  
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Learning at the NU Vision School will be project-based and interdisciplinary, building a solid 

foundation of content knowledge and ways of seeing, thinking, and communicating that will give 

every student the opportunity to: 

 pursue further learning in a field of post-secondary study 
 consider multiple perspectives in making social and civic choices 
 investigate issues and challenges, physical, social, and intellectual 
 problem-solve, create, and innovate 
 proactively contribute to the world 

Given the interdisciplinary focus of the school, students’ exploration and investigation will take 

place in the Humanities and in STEM, with teachers guiding students’ learning. 

Learning within the Humanities.  NU Vision School students will be exposed to various literature, 

history, and the arts.  The NU Vision School’s curriculum will focus on understanding the individual 

human and social experience and expression – through fiction and poetry, non-fictional accounts, 

and primary sources.  Through these medium, NU Vision School students will come to appreciate 

the breadth and depth of human experience as well as the beauty and tragedy of social events, such 

as community and war, benevolence and social injustice.  In this way, the humanities extends to the 

study of social systems, economics, and politics. 

Learning in STEM.  NU Vision School students will be grounded in the core content and concepts of 

biology, chemistry, and physics, as well as math (algebra, geometry, etc.).  NU Vision School 

students will learn the content and core concepts in these fields through the study of events, issues, 

and phenomena and will design projects that evidence their understanding of those concepts.  For 

example, students may study global warming, a specific ecosystem under threat, while our faculty 

ask them to design a solar-powered car or house.  Engineering and the use of technology will 

become the backbone of learning for all NU students, given engineering is a discipline centered 

around problem-identification, problem-solving, design, creativity, and innovation. 

Student-centered and self-directed learning.  While the teachers in the NU School will, as is typical 

of most traditional schools, offer specific courses of study in traditional content areas (e,g., algebra, 

chemistry, or literature), a good deal of their time and effort will be focused on supporting students 

in the design, planning, and pursuit of interdisciplinary projects.  Students at the NU Vision School 

will also learn how to be self-directed learners, working independently or in small groups based on 

students’ interest in STEM and the Humanities, taking advantage of project-based, experiential, and 

on online-learning. 

Using ePortfolios to provide evidence of learning.  A significant focus of the school will be 

students’ reflection on and documentation of their learning.  Each student will maintain an 

ePortfolio, wherein students will catalogue their learning activities and provide evidence of their 

learning through the products of their learning, such as papers, project artifacts, and presentations.  

These ePortfolios will be used to archive the achievement of identified benchmarks and 

expectations in both the Core Curriculum as well as the school’s ABC’s. 
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Building on Northeastern’s Distinctive Past and Future 

Northeastern’s roots are grounded in the desire to give individuals the skills and know how 

to be successful in their choice of vocation.  Out of the basement of a local YMCA, 

Northeastern University has now become an international university of thousands 

supporting youth and adults in the pursuit of both their academic and vocational 

aspirations, ranging in a variety of studies.  As it has grown it has become known for 

providing youth with both a rigorous academic education as well as an opportunity to 

pursue their interests through experiential learning and now online learning.  It has also 

become known as a university with a focus on innovation and entrepreneurship. 

The NU Vision School builds upon these ideals and values of the university, with a focus on 

experiential and online learning, as well as the pursuit of innovation and the entrepreneurial 

dispositions of its students in their learning.  Learning through projects and online resources 

with the expert support of teachers who act as learning guides and mentors will 

fundamentally transform the nature of teaching and learning in the school.  Activities of the 

school will move from being teacher-centered to learning-centered, capitalizing on the tools 

and resources available to us today. 

 

 
5. Student Learning Time & Curriculum 

 
A. How many days of instruction per year? Please attach a copy of your proposed school 

calendar. 
 
The school year will start on September 3rd with an orientation period of a week or more. 
Thus time will be used to assess students and their learning skills and needs. The school day 
will be long, factoring in the academic activities and professional training of the Ballet. 
 
A normal school day will run between 8am and 8pm. This will include twenty plus hours per 
week with the Ballet, which is coordinated with NU Vision School curriculum (Physical 
Education, Art, and Humanities).  
 
The calendar is planned for 164 (plus) days  and nearly 1400 hours: 
 

2014-2015 Academic Calendar  

Wednesday, September 3    Open House – Boston Studio 

Thursday, September 4    Ballet classes begin 
      Residential Student Move-in 

Friday, September 5    NU Vision School Welcome and Orientation 

Monday, September 8    Begin “Learning How to Learn” unit 

Wednesday, September 10   Pre-Professional & International Students Meeting 

 Sunday, September 21     Registration Deadline for The Nutcracker Auditions 
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Saturday-Sunday, September 27-28  The Nutcracker Auditions 

Sunday, October 12    Conclude “Learning How to Learn” unit 

Monday, October 13    No Classes – Columbus Day observed 

Tuesday, October 14    Begin 1st Academic Semester 

Wednesday-Sunday, November 26-30  No Classes – Thanksgiving Break 

Week of December 15    Boston Ballet School Peer Week  

Monday- Sunday, December 22- January 1 No Classes – Holiday Break 

Monday, February 2    Begin 2nd Academic Semester (no Ballet class) 

Thursday, February 5    Ballet classes resume 

Monday, January 19    No Classes – Martin Luther King Jr. Day observed 

Monday-Sunday, February 16-22  No Classes – Winter Break 

Sunday, April 5     No Classes – Easter observed 

Monday-Sunday, April 20-26   No Classes – Spring Break 

Sunday, May 3      Next Generation Rehearsal 

Wednesday, May 6     Next Generation Performance 

Saturday- Monday, May 23-25    No Classes – Memorial Day Weekend 

Sunday, June 7     Conclude 2nd Academic Semester 

Week of June 8      Boston Ballet School Peer Week 
      Academic Reflections, Presentations, & Closing 

Activity 

Saturday, June 13     No Classes – Boston Studio Only  

Sunday, June 14    Last Day of Ballet Classes 

 

 
 
 

B. How many hours of instruction per school day? Please list proposed start and end times for 
your school day. If this varies by day of the week, please describe.  
 

Academic Schedule 

The NU Vision School has been designed to accommodate the training demands and unique and 
variable schedules of the Boston Ballet Pre-Professional Program students. In general, the official 
academic day runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All students must report to the day’s designated 
academic meeting space by 9:00 a.m., making sure to check in with their instructor for attendance. 
Students are expected to eat breakfast prior to this time.  Academic sessions will break at 12:00 p.m. 
for lunch, and then reconvene from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m., with individual variation based on 
ballet class times. All students will be expected to engage in learning and schoolwork beyond the 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. framework; this could include morning, night, and weekend learning.     
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C. Please use the following table to describe your curriculum in each of the following 
instructional areas, and note how many hours per week a student receives each subject.  
 
The interdisciplinary and blended (technology combined with face to face classroom time) 
formats allow greater flexibility and cross discipline learning. It also creates a more difficult 
task in defining specific daily and weekly hours. The hours listed here are averages measured 
across semester and school year. 

 

Subject Hours/week Description of Curriculum 

Mathematics          5  

Science & 
Technology 

         5 *The curriculum and teaching design are described in the 
narrative form following this chart. This section is organized in 
“one-pager”  

History & 
Social Science 

         5 format.   

English          5  

Foreign 
Languages 

         5  

The Arts        10  

Physical 
Education 

       10  
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The NU Vision School – Core Curriculum and Beyond 

Core Curricular and Elective Course Offerings* 

Discipline Core Curriculum* and Beyond 

Science Biology (Lab), Chemistry (Lab), Physics (Lab), Engineering, Technology 
Earth Science, Nutrition  

History 
 

US History & Civics, Global History, Government, Politics, & Cultures,  
Social Justice, Political Movements, Human Rights 

English Literature; Analyzing, and Assessing Informational Texts; Written and Oral 
Analysis & Argument; Verbal & Written Impact & Persuasion;  
Movies, Drama, and Poetry; Biography & Autobiography; 
The Influence of Media 

Mathematics Algebra I, Geometry & Trigonometry, Algebra II, PreCalculus, Statistics & 
Probability, Quantitative Reasoning 

Art Art Forms & Influence, Dance as Art, The History of Ballet, Music in Society, 
Photography 

Foreign Language French, German, Spanish 

Electives Physical Education, Dance, Ballet, Nutrition, Psychology of Learning, 
Psychology, Personal Fitness  

 

Independent Study 

In addition to the above core curriculum and school electives, individuals and groups of students at the NU 

Vision School can work with instructors to develop several independent studies under the supervised 

guidance of the instructors.  Independent studies must include a clear presentation of purpose of learning 

(topic or theme), clearly identified learning activities (inquiry), documentation of learning activities and 

outcomes, as well as a well-articulated final product and presentation to staff and the school.  Upon review 

of the instructor, the student(s) will acquire credit (or partial credit) in an identified discipline dependent on 

the topic pursued. 

Dual Enrollment Course Offerings @ Northeastern University 

In addition to the above, NU Vision School students, with the sponsorship and mentorship of an NU Vision 

School instructor, can elect to take a College of Professional Studies class online.  NU Vision School students 

choosing to do so can, upon successful completion of the course, acquire both high school as well as college 

credit for successful completion of the course.  A listing of such courses is presented on the following page. 

 *Identified Core Curriculum will be grounded in the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Curriculum Frameworks and Standards.   Common Core expectations and standards will be fully 

implemented and assessed throughout the curriculum, in English Language, Mathematics, Social Studies, 

and Science (see http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards)



 

 

 

HUMANITIES 

History 

- Intro to American History 

Writing 

- Elements of College Writing 
- Intro to Writing for Intl Students 

Literature 

- Survey of American Literature 

Communication 

- Fundamentals of Human Communication 
- Professional Speaking 
- Interpersonal and Group Communications 
- "He Said, She Said" Male/Female Communication 
- Writing for the Media 

Leadership 

- Establishing the Framework: What is Leadership? 
- Assess Leader Capability 

 

PSYCH, SOC, & PHILOSOPHY 

Psychology & Sociology 

- Intro to Philosophy 
- Technology and Human Values 

Psychology & Sociology 

- Intro to Psychology 
- Law and Society 
- Popular Culture 
- Sociology of Sport 

Economics 

- Principles of Macroeconomics 
- Global Corporations & Social Responsibility 
- Globalization & International Affairs 
- Principles of Marketing 
- Dynamics of Business 

- Sports Management - The Business of Sports Management 

 

STEM 

Science 

- Biology 
- Biology and Society 
- Environmental Science 
- CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 
- Intro to Robotics 

Math 

- Algebra I 
- Intro to Calculus 
- Precalculus 
- Calculus 1 for Science/Engineering 
- Calculus 2 for Science/Engineering 
- Fundamentals of Statistics 

Engineering 

- Professional Issues in Engineering & Computer Science 

 

THE ARTS 

Design 

- Designing Web Graphics 
- Fundamentals of Game Design 
- Digital Imaging Photography 
- Urban Architecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northeastern University Courses Available to NU Vision School Students 

(30 Courses in the Humanities, STEM, and the Arts) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Curriculum Course Descriptions  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science 
 

 

Earth Science 

 

Course Overview 

Students will review geological, meteorological, oceanographic, and astronomical data to learn 

about Earth’s matter, energy, processes, and cycles. Through these data they also learn about the 

origin and evolution of the universe. Students gain knowledge about Earth’s internal and external 

energy sources, local weather and climate, and the dynamics of ocean currents. Students learn 

about the renewable and non-renewable energy resources of Earth and what impact these have on 

the environment. Through learning about Earth’s processes and cycles, students gain a better 

understanding of nitrogen and carbon cycles, the rock cycle, and plate tectonics. Students also learn 

about the origin of the universe and how scientists are currently studying deep space and the solar 

system. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Matter and Energy in Earth Systems 
2. Energy Resources in the Earth System 
3. Earth Processes and Cycles 
4. Origin and Evolution of Universe 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

   American Meteorological Society www.amesoc.org 

Center for International Earth Science Information 

Network (CIESIN) 

www.ciesin.org 

Christa Corrigan McAuliffe Center for Education and 

Teaching Excellence 

www.christa.org 

COMET Program www.comet.ucar.edu 

Geological Society of America www.geosociety.org 

Geology Labs Online www.sciencecourseware.org/GLOL 

Incredible Journey/Project WET www.montana.edu/wwwwet/journey.html 

Learning Adventures in Environmental Science www.bellmuseum.org/distancelearning/bellli
ve.html 

http://www.amesoc.org/
http://www.ciesin.org/
http://www.christa.org/
http://www.comet.ucar.edu/
http://www.geosociety.org/
http://www.sciencecourseware.org/GLOL


Science 
 

 

Massachusetts Envirothon www.maenvirothon.org/ 

NASA’s Mars Exploration Program mars.jpl.nasa.gov 

Private Universe Project, The 

(The Annenburg/CPB Math and Science Project) 

www.learner.org/teacherslab/pup/index.htm
l 

UCAR Center for Science Education Games, 

Simulations and Virtual Labs 

scied.ucar.edu/interactives 

 

 

Physics 

 

Course Overview 

Students will recognize the nature and scope of physics, including its relationship to the other 

sciences. Students learn about basic topics such as motion, forces, energy, heat, waves, electricity, 

and magnetism. They learn about natural phenomena by using physical laws to calculate quantities 

such as velocity, acceleration, momentum, and energy. 

Students of introductory physics learn about the relationships between motion and forces through 

Newton’s laws of motion. They study the difference between vector and scalar quantities and learn 

how to solve basic problems involving these quantities. Students learn about conservation of energy 

and momentum and how these are applied to everyday situations. They learn about heat and how 

thermal energy is transferred throughout the different phases of matter. Students extend their 

knowledge of waves and how they carry energy. Students gain a better understanding of electric 

current, voltage, and resistance by learning about Ohm’s law. They also gain knowledge about the 

electromagnetic spectrum in terms of wavelength and frequency. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Motion and Forces 
2. Conservation of Energy and Momentum 
3. Heat and Heat Transfer  
4. Waves 
5. Electromagnetism 
6. Electromagnetic Radiation 
 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

http://scied.ucar.edu/interactives
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Resources 

Amusement park physics www.learner.org/exhibits/parkphysics/ 

Hands on Plastic  www.teachingplastics.org/ 

Interactive Simulations http://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/categor
y/physics 

Physics Classroom http://www.physicsclassroom.com/ 

Physics Teaching Resource Agents (PTRA)  

(American Association of Physics Teachers)  

aapt.org/PTRA/index.cfm 

Chemistry 

 

Course Overview 

Students will learn about the properties of matter and how these properties help to organize 

elements on the periodic table. Students develop a better understanding of the structure of the 

atom. Students develop an understanding of chemical reactions, including the involvement of 

energy and sub-atomic particles, to better understand the nature of chemical changes. Students 

learn about chemical reactions that occur around us every day as they learn about chemical 

reactions such as oxidation-reduction, combustion, and decomposition. Students also gain a deeper 

understanding of acids and bases, rates of reactions, and factors that affect those rates. From 

calculating stoichiometry problems and molar concentrations, students learn about proportionality 

and strengthen their mathematical skills. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Properties of Matter 
2. Atomic Structure and Nuclear Chemistry 
3. Periodicity 
4. Chemical Bonding  
5. Chemical Reactions and Stoichiometry 
6. States of Matter 
7. Kinetic Molecular Theory, and Thermochemistry 
8. Solutions  
9. Rates of Reaction, and Equilibrium 
10. Acids and Bases and Oxidation-Reduction Reactions 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 



Science 
 

 

Resources 

Chemcollective www.chemcollective.org 

Chemistry Labs onlinelabs.in/chemistry 

High School Chemistry  www.acs.org/.../resources/highschool.html 

Links for Chemistry Teachers www.chemistrycoach.com/links_for_chemistry_teachers.htm 

Museum of Science Boston 

Virtual Chemistry Labs www.chem.ox.ac.uk/vrchemistry 

 

Biology 

 

Course Overview 

Students will demonstrate a solid understanding of the processes of life, allowing students to make 

scientifically informed decisions related to their health and to the health of the planet. Students in 

high school study life through cell biology and genetics (molecular level), vertebrate anatomy and 

physiology (tissue and organ levels), and ecology (organism and population levels). 

Organic evolution, a concept fundamental to understanding modern biology, unifies these diverse 

topics. Students learn that the DNA molecule is the functional unit of the evolutionary process, and 

that it dictates all of the physical traits that are inherited across generations. They learn that 

variation in traits is also inherited and that the unit of inheritance is the gene. Students learn that 

variation can give some individuals a selective advantage – perhaps due to morphological, 

physiological or behavioral traits – that allow them to survive better, and to be more competitive in 

a given environment. This understanding provides students with a framework for explaining why 

there are so many different kinds of organisms on Earth; why organisms of distantly related species 

share biochemical, anatomical, and functional characteristics; why species become extinct; and how 

different kinds of organisms are related to one another. 

 

Major Topics 

1. The Chemistry of Life 
2. Cell Biology  
3. Genetics 
4. Anatomy and Physiology 
5. Evolution and Biodiversity 
6. Ecology 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 



Science 
 

 

 

Resources 

Biodiversity Days (Massachusetts Association of 

Conservation Commissions) 

www.maccweb.org/biodiversity_days.html 

Biological Labs biologica.concord.org/webtest1/view_3D_cells.ht
m 

Boston Aquarium Boston 

Food Science and Technology www.foodscience.unsw.edu.au/ 

Genetics Labs www2.edc.org/weblabs/WebLabDirectory1.html 

Resources for Food Science members.tripod.com/~kburge/HomeEc/foodscien
ce.html 

U. S. Food and Drug Administration -  

Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 

vm.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/educate.html#educators 

Virtual Biology Lab www.virtualbiologylab.org/ 

Virtual Biology Labs bio.rutgers.edu/ 
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Technology/Engineering 

 

Course Overview 

Students will develop their ability to solve problems in technology/engineering using mathematical 

and scientific concepts. High school students are able to relate concepts and principles they have 

learned in science with knowledge gained in the study of technology/engineering. For example, a 

well-rounded understanding of energy and power equips students to tackle such issues as the 

ongoing problems associated with energy supply and energy conservation. 

In a high school technology/engineering course, students pursue engineering questions and 

technological solutions that emphasize research and problem solving. They achieve a more 

advanced level of skill in engineering design by learning how to conceptualize a problem, develop 

possible solutions, design and build prototypes or models, test the prototypes or models, and make 

modifications as necessary. Throughout the process of engineering design, high school students are 

able to work safely with hand and/or power tools, various materials and equipment, and other 

resources. In high school, courses in technology/engineering should be taught by teachers who are 

certified in that discipline and who are familiar with the safe use of tools and machines. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Engineering Design 
2. Construction Technologies 
3. Energy and Power Technologies—Fluid Systems 
4. Energy and Power Technologies—Thermal Systems 
5. Energy and Power Technologies—Electrical Systems 
6. Communication Technologies 
7. Manufacturing Technologies 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

Building Big, the PBS series www.pbs.org/wgbh/buildingbig/ 

Design It! Engineering in After School Programs cse.edc.org/products/curricula/designit/def
ault.asp 

Discover Engineering discoverengineering.org 

Education Development Center, Inc. (science and 
technology/engineering projects) 

edc.org 
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FIRST Robotics Competition www.usfirst.org/ 

How Stuff Works howstuffworks.com 

Internet Science Technology Fair istf.ucf.edu/ 

Junior Engineering Technical Society (JETS) www.jets.org 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Technology 

Review 

www.techreview.com 

Museum of Science 

National Center for Technological Literacy (NCTL) 

www.mos.org 

www.mos.org/doc/1505 

National Engineers Week Future City Competition futurecity.org 

 

Dissection and Dissection Alternatives in Science Courses 

 
Introduction 

This Guidance Document (approved by the Board of Education, October 2005) is designed to assist 
district and school personnel in implementing the Board of Education’s policy regarding dissection and 
dissection alternatives in science courses. This document also provides a variety of alternative resources 
to actual dissection. 
 
State Policy 

The Board of Education approved policy on dissection and dissection alternatives states:  
 

All public schools that offer dissection as a learning activity should, upon written request by 
a student’s parent or guardian, permit a student who chooses not to participate in dissection 
to demonstrate competency through an alternative method. 

 
Biology teachers consider dissection to be an important educational tool. But dissection should be used 
with care. When animal dissection is considered, teachers should recognize that there are other 
experiences (e.g., computer programs) for students who choose not to participate in actual dissections. 

Further, as described in Massachusetts G.L. Chapter 272, 80G, and in Appendix IV, dissection should be 
confined to the classroom: “Dissection of dead animals or any portions thereof in . . . schools shall be 
confined to the classroom and to the presence of pupils engaged in the study to be promoted thereby 
and shall in no case be for the purpose of exhibition.” This law covers treatment of animals in school 
settings (not just dissection). Please refer to Appendix IV for further information concerning the 
treatment of animals and dissection in the classroom. 
 

Resources on Alternatives to Dissection  

A number of organizations will loan alternatives, such as CD-ROMs (virtual dissections), models, and 

videos to students and schools. The following organizations have free lending libraries and will help 

teachers find a suitable alternative to a dissection activity. (Note: Often a security deposit is required but 
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no charges are incurred unless the items are not returned or are returned damaged. The borrower is 

responsible for return shipping.) 

 

The American Anti-Vivisection Society (AAVS) 

1-800-729-2287 

www.animalearn.org 

 

The Ethical Science and Education Coalition (ESEC) 

617-523-6020  

 http://www.neavs.org/resources/index.htm 

(This is a Boston-based organization that can provide teacher training.) 

 

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) 

301-258-3042 

http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/animals_in_education/humane_education_loan_program_h

elp/materials_available_through_help.html 

 

The National Anti-Vivisection Society (NAVS) 

1-800-888-6287 

Dissection Alternative Loan Program 

http://www.navs.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ain_edu_dissection_loan_program 

 

 

 The following websites offer free alternatives to dissection: 

Interactive Frog Dissection: An Online Tutorial (http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/frog/) 

Kidwings: Virtual Owl Pellet Dissection (http://www.kidwings.com) 

Virtual Dissection Site: Crayfish, Earthworm, Squid, Frog 

(http://biology.about.com/cs/dissections/%0D) 

Virtual Frog Dissection Kit (http://froggy.lbl.gov/) 

Virtual Pig Dissection (VPD) (http://www.whitman.edu/biology/vpd/) 

Anatomically Correct: The Online Cat Dissection (http://library.thinkquest.org/15401/learn.html) 

Exploratorium’s Cow’s Eye Dissection 

(http://www.exploratorium.edu/learning_studio/cow_eye/index.html) 

http://www.animalearn.org/
http://www.neavs.org/resources/index.htm
http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/animals_in_education/humane_education_loan_program_help/materials_available_through_help.html
http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/animals_in_education/humane_education_loan_program_help/materials_available_through_help.html
http://www.navs.org/education/education_main.cfm?SectionID=Education
http://www.navs.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ain_edu_dissection_loan_program
http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/frog/
http://www.kidwings.com/
http://biology.about.com/cs/dissections/%0D)
http://froggy.lbl.gov/
http://www.whitman.edu/biology/vpd/
http://library.thinkquest.org/15401/learn.html
http://www.exploratorium.edu/learning_studio/cow_eye/index.html
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The Crayfish Corner (http://www.mackers.com/crayfish/) 

Dissection of a Deer Tick (http://www.ent.iastate.edu/imagegal/ticks/iscap/tickdissection/) 

The Heart: An Online Exploration (http://sln.fi.edu/biosci/heart.html) 

University of Scranton’s Dissection of the Sheep Brain 

(http://academic.uofs.edu/department/psych/sheep/ieframerow.html) 

Exploratorium’s Sheep Brain Dissection: The Anatomy of Memory 

(http://www.exploratorium.edu./memory/braindissection/index.html) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mackers.com/crayfish/
http://www.ent.iastate.edu/imagegal/ticks/iscap/tickdissection/
http://sln.fi.edu/biosci/heart.html
http://academic.uofs.edu/department/psych/sheep/ieframerow.html
http://www.exploratorium.edu./memory/braindissection/index.html
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Algebra I 

 

Course Overview 

The fundamental purpose of the Model Algebra I course is to formalize and extend the mathematics 

that students learned in the middle grades. This course is comprised of standards selected from the 

high school conceptual categories, which were written to encompass the scope of content and skills 

to be addressed throughout grades 9–12 rather than through any single course. Therefore, the 

complete standard is presented in the model course, with clarifying footnotes as needed to limit the 

scope of the standard and indicate what is appropriate for study in this particular course. For 

example, the scope of Model Algebra I is limited to linear, quadratic, and exponential expressions 

and functions as well as some work with absolute value, step, and functions that are piecewise-

defined. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Linear and exponential relationships 
2. Methods for analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions 
3. Expand laws of exponents to square and cube roots 
4. Linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

Algebra Basics http://ww17.algebasics.com/ 

Khan Academy https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra 

Mathbits http://mathbits.com/MathBits/TeacherResources/Algebra1/Algebra1.htm 

Mathexpression http://www.mathexpression.com/algebra-variables.html 

My Math Lab http://www.mymathlabforschool.com/home_mmls.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://ww/
https://www/
http://mathbits/
http://www/
http://www/
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Geometry 

 

Course Overview 

The fundamental purpose of the Model Geometry course is to formalize and extend students’ 

geometric experiences from the middle grades. This course is comprised of standards selected from 

the high school conceptual categories, which were written to encompass the scope of content and 

skills to be addressed throughout grades 9–12. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Establish criteria for congruence of triangles based on rigid motions 
2. Establish criteria for similarity of triangles based on dilations and proportional reasoning 
3. Informally develop explanations of circumference, area, and volume formulas  
4. Apply the Pythagorean Theorem to the coordinate plan 
5. Prove basic geometric theorems 
6. Extend work with probability 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

Algebra Basics http://ww17.algebasics.com/ 

Khan Academy https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra 

Mathbits http://mathbits.com/Algebra2Bits/ 

Mathexpression http://www.mathexpression.com/algebra-variables.html 

My Math Lab http://www.mymathlabforschool.com/home_mmls.htm 

 

 

  

http://ww/
https://www/
http://mathbits/
http://www/
http://www/
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Algebra II 

 

Course Overview 

Building on their work with linear, quadratic, and exponential functions, students extend their 

repertoire of functions to include logarithmic, polynomial, rational, and radical functions in the 

Model Algebra II course. This course is comprised of standards selected from the high school 

conceptual categories, which were written to encompass the scope of content and skills to be 

addressed throughout grades 9–12 rather than through any single course. Therefore, the complete 

standard is presented in the model course, with clarifying footnotes as needed to limit the scope of 

the standard and indicate what is appropriate for study in this particular course. Standards that 

were limited in Model Algebra I no longer have those restrictions in Model Algebra II. Students work 

closely with the expressions that define the functions, are facile with algebraic manipulations of 

expressions, and continue to expand and hone their abilities to model situations and to solve 

equations, including solving quadratic equations over the set of complex numbers and solving 

exponential equations using the properties of logarithms. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Relate arithmetic of rational expressions to arithmetic of rational numbers  
2. Expand understandings of functions and graphing to include trigonometric functions 
3. Synthesize and generalize functions and extend understanding of exponential functions to 

logarithmic functions  
4. Relate data display and summary statistics to probability and explore a variety of data collection 

methods 
 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

Algebra Basics http://ww17.algebasics.com/ 

Khan Academy https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra 

Mathbits http://mathbits.com/Algebra2Bits/ 

Mathexpression http://www.mathexpression.com/algebra-variables.html 

My Math Lab http://www.mymathlabforschool.com/home_mmls.htm 

 

 

 

 

http://ww/
https://www/
http://mathbits/
http://www/
http://www/
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PreCalculus 

 

Course Overview 

Precalculus combines the trigonometric, geometric, and algebraic techniques needed to prepare 

students for the study of calculus, and strengthens students’ conceptual understanding of problems 

and mathematical reasoning in solving problems. Facility with these topics is especially important 

for students intending to study calculus, physics, and other sciences, and/or engineering in college. 

Because the standards for this course are (+) standards, students selecting this Model Precalculus 

course should have met the college and career ready standards. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Extend work with complex numbers 
2. Expand understanding of logarithms and exponential functions 
3. Use characteristics of polynomial and rational functions to sketch graphs of those functions 
4. Perform operations with vectors 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

Khan Academy https://www.khanacademy.org/math/precalc 

Math at the Movies http://mathbits.com/MathBits/MathMovies/MathMovies.htm 

Mathbits http://mathbits.com/MathBits/TeacherResources/PreCalculus/PreCalculusT.ht
ml 

Mathexpression http://www.mathexpression.com/precalc 

My Math Lab http://www.mymathlabforschool.com/home_mmls.htm 

Tulyn http://tulyn.com/pre-calculus 

 

 

 

  

https://www/
http://mathbits/
http://mathbits/
http://www/
http://www/
http://tulyn/
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Quantitative Reasoning 

 

Course Overview 

Because the standards for this course are (+) standards, students selecting this Model Advanced 

Quantitative Reasoning course should have met the college and career ready standards. 

The high school Model Advanced Quantitative Reasoning course is designed as a mathematics 

course alternative to PreCalculus. Through this course, students are encouraged to continue their 

study of mathematical ideas in the context of real-world problems and decision-making through the 

analysis of information, modeling change, and mathematical relationships. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Critique quantitative data 
2. Investigate and apply various mathematical models  
3. Explore and apply concepts of vectors and matrices to model and solve real-world problems 

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

Case Studies for QR http://www.cwu.edu/~boersmas/QRCW/Casebook/toteachers.html 

Khan Academy https://www.khanacademy.org/math 

Math at the Movies http://mathbits.com/MathBits/MathMovies/MathMovies.htm 

My Math Lab http://www.mymathlabforschool.com/home_mmls.htm 

Quantitative Reasoning http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/quant/ 

Quantitative Reasoning 
across the curriculum 

http://www2.lawrence.edu/fast/ISAACSOK/ICPSR/StatLinks.html 

 

 

 

 

https://www/
http://mathbits/
http://www/
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US History 

 

Course Overview 

Students will review the colonization of North America and the various relationships that defined 

the colonial period.  This background allows students to fully explore the social, political and 

economic foundations of the United States and how they have changed throughout American 

history.  Particular emphasis is placed on the cultural and political diversity that helped form the 

early republic and has continued to shape the United States over time.  Capstone events, concepts 

and artifacts such as the Civil War, Manifest Destiny, and the Declaration of Independence and U.S. 

Constitution are highlighted and used as gateways to understanding our history and present day 

United States. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Origins and framework of the United States   

2. Cultural, political and social conflict leading to the Civil War and its lasting consequences   
3. The Industrial Revolution and America’s growing international role  
4. Progressive movement and reshaping the American landscape 
5. The emergence and role of the US as a global superpower  

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual projects  
3. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content, historical thinking and 

geography skills 
 

Resources* 

American Political Science Association www.apsanet.org/CENnet/thisconstitution 

Bill of Rights Institute www.billofrightsinstitute.org 

Center for Civic Education www.civiced.org 

League of Women Voters wwv.org 

Library of Congress www.loc.gov 

National Archives’ Digital Classroom www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/index.html 

National Council for History Education www.history.org 

National Council for the Social Studies www.ncss.org 

National Geographic www.nationalgeographic.com 
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Smithsonian Institutions www.si.edu 

U.S. History www.ushistory.org 

 

*Additional resources can be found in the history curriculum framework at  

  http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html  

 

Global History 

 

Course Overview 

Starting with the decline of the Roman Empire, students explore the spread of the major religions 

and resulting conflicts.  Particular focus is paid to the struggles within and between Islam and 

Christianity.  Growth and decline of civilizations throughout the globe, including from Asia, Africa 

and the Americas, are studied to better understand their impact on historical events and 

contributions to modern society.  The development and spread of secularism and scientific thought 

during the Renaissance and the European Enlightenment are studied and the resulting global 

colonization by European empires is explored.  After the American and French Revolutions are 

highlighted, students examine the origins and effects of industrialization and resulting impacts on 

the colonial powers.  Economic, political and military events of the late 19th and 20th centuries are 

thoroughly investigated to help students better understand the world of the 21st century. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Development, spread and impacts of global religions  
2. Rise and fall and contributions of major civilizations around the world 
3. Renaissance, Enlightenment and the age of the three Gs (God, Gold and Glory)   
4. Industrialization and the spread of the three Cs (Commerce, Christianity and Civilization) 
5. Causes and consequences of major political and economic events of the 20th century 
6. Nationalism and continuing political, ethnic, and religious conflict  

 

Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources* 

Foreign Policy Research Institute www.fpri.org 

Library of Congress www.loc.gov 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html
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National Council for History Education www.history.org 

National Council for the Social Studies www.ncss.org 

National Geographic www.nationalgeographic.com 

Smithsonian Institutions www.si.edu 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization 

www.unesco.org 

World History Resource Center www.wadsworth.com/history_d/special_feat

ures/ext/world_hist/WorldCiv-ch01.html 

World History Matters www.worldhistorymatters.org 

 

 

*Additional resources can be found in the history curriculum framework at  

  http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html  

 

Government, Politics, & Cultures 

 

Course Overview 

Students build on their prior knowledge of US History and Global History to explore the world of the 

21st Century.  Students begin reviewing the causes and effects of the Cold War and the eventual 

break-up of the Soviet Union and the political, economic and social implications of moving to a new 

world order.  Students study the development of political thought in the late 20th and early 21st 

Centuries, from Mao to Xi Jinping in China, to the spread of democracy in South America and Asia.  

The globalization of ideas and commerce will be analyzed from multiple perspectives to better 

understand the economic, political, social, environmental and cultural forces that are reshaping our 

world.  This course is global in nature.  Students will explore global topics and use international and 

domestic case studies with the goal of better understanding their responsibilities in the coming 

decades as American and global citizens. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Impacts of European unity and the Eurozone 
2. Asian Tigers, China and Globalization  
3. September 11, 2001 and the Global War on Terrorism 
4. Obama presidency and Congressional gridlock   
5. Global implications of climate change 
6. Economic, political and cultural impact of the internet  

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html
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Assessment 

1. E-portfolios 
2. Virtual Labs 
3. Field Work 
4. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with content 

 

Resources 

BBC www.bbc.com 

CIA Fact Book www.cia.gov 

Foreign Affairs www.foreignaffairs.com 

Library of Congress www.loc.gov 

National Council for History Education www.history.org 

National Council for the Social Studies www.ncss.org 

Public Broadcasting Service www.pbs.org 

United Nations Development Programme www.undp.org 

World History Resource Center www.wadsworth.com/history_d/special_features/

ext/world_hist/WorldCiv-ch01.html 

World Bank www.worldbank.org 
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Classic and Contemporary Fiction 

Course Overview 

Students will read, discuss, and write about compelling, high-quality fiction.  Plays, poems, short 

stories and novels from a variety of genre are carefully selected to promote introspection, 

reflection, discussion, cultural awareness and empathy, vocabulary acquisition, and control of the 

written and spoken word.  In order to promote a more holistic experience, many selections are 

linked directly with the History/Social Studies curriculum.  Readings will include a range of 

contemporary, multicultural works, American “classics,” and dramas. Particular emphasis will be 

placed on critical reading, writing, and discussion.  Students will examine their readings via analytic 

and reflective writing in a variety of contexts – journals, online discussion boards, brief on-ground 

assignments – will use these works as models for their own creative writing, and will serve as peer-

reviewers.  They will also be encouraged to reflect on and hone oral communication and 

collaborative skills by participating in discussion groups and delivering presentations. 

Major Topics 

1. Effective reading, discussion, and writing strategies and practices 
2. Oral and written language fluency and control 
3. Reading, analyzing, and emulating contemporary, multicultural, American “classic,” and 

dramatic plays, poems, short stories, and novels from multiple genre 
4. Reading and analyzing works of fiction related to studies in History course 

 

Assessment 

1. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with: reading comprehension, analysis, 
research, and reflection; writing for various purposes and audiences; use and control of 
language; speaking; listening 

2. An e-portfolio collection of final projects, including polished drafts of writing assignments (i.e., 
narratives, poems, expository works) and formal presentations 

 

Resources 

Selected Readings – “Classics” Selected Readings – Contemporary 

Bradbury, R. – Fahrenheit 451 Anderson, L.H. – Speak 

Golding, W. – Lord of the Flies Forman, G. – If I Stay 

Knowles, J. – A Separate Peace Green, J. – The Fault in our Stars 

Miller, A. - Death of a Salesman Ishiguro. K. – Never Let Me Go 

Salinger, J. – Catcher in the Rye Kaufman, M. – The Laramie Project 

The Magic Thread (from Bennett, J. –The Book of 

Virtues) 

Mulligan, S. – Trash 

Wilder, T. – Our Town Myers, W.D. - Monster 
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Non-fiction & Media 

 

Course Overview 

This course is an extension of students’ initial study of classic and contemporary fiction.  It includes 

high-quality nonfiction readings that broach complex social and personal issues across a variety of 

cultures and world regions.  As in the study of fiction, this course includes “classic” and 

contemporary selections that parallel the History/Social Studies curriculum.  Writing assignments 

include reflective pieces, profile and process essays, and editorials.  In order to continue refining oral 

communication and collaborative skills, students will develop a presentation that explores cultural 

authenticity and literary elements such as theme, tone, and style in a work of their choice.  Part of 

this process will be learning to use new technologies and identifying the medium by which they will 

most effectively communicate their ideas.  In addition to assigned selections, students will locate, 

research, and evaluate other nonfiction pieces. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Cultural authenticity 
2. Writing compelling profile essays, process essays, and editorials 
3. Effective reading, discussion, writing, and presentation strategies and practices 
4. Oral and written language fluency and control 
5. Reading, analyzing, and emulating nonfiction from multiple cultures and world regions 
6. Reading and analyzing works of nonfiction related to studies in History course 
7. Exploring and using technology strategically and appropriately 

 

Assessment 

1. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with: reading comprehension, analysis, 
research, and reflection; writing for various purposes and audiences; use and control of 
language; speaking; listening 

2. An e-portfolio collection of final projects, including polished drafts of writing assignments (i.e., 
reflective pieces, profile and process essays, editorials) and a formal presentation 

 

Selected Resources 

Bartleby: Great Books Online: http://www.bartleby.com 

Harvard College Writing Center: www.writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/resources 

Modern Library: www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-nonfiction/ 

Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL):  www.owl.english.purdue.edu 

Study Guides and Strategies:  http://www.studygs.net 

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Writing Center:  www.writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/  

VanderMey, R. Meyer, V., Van Rys, J., and Sebranek, P. (2014). The college writer: A guide to thinking, 

writing, and researching (5th ed). Stamford, CT: Cengage. 
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www.newspapers.com 

Selected Readings 

Ayer, E. – Parallel Journeys Strasser, T. – The Wave 

Griffin, J. H. – Black Like Me  Weisel, E. - Night 

Jiang, J. – Red Scarf Girl: A Novel of the Cultural 

Revolution 

Wolff, T. – Old School 

Kherdian, D. – The Road From Home Wolff, T. – This Boy’s Life 

Park, L. S. – A Long Walk to Water Wright, R. – Black Boy 

 

 

Written and Oral Analysis & Argument 

 

Course Overview 

Students will be introduced to selections that increase in complexity and are framed by a global, 

multicultural perspective.  This course explores the questions, how do men and women from varying 

time periods, cultures, and world regions view the world and their roles in it?  Throughout history, 

have women been observers in a “man’s world,” or simply participants and leaders in different 

ways?  These questions and more will be explored via a variety of media, including “classic” and 

modern fiction and nonfiction, essays, letters, and films, focusing on the concept of “global 

community.”  Guided discussion and written reflective pieces will be a significant part of this course.  

In addition to several reflection essays, writing assignments will include an argumentative essay 

using the Classical Model of Argumentation and a formal literary analysis of a book, film, play or 

other work of each student’s choice.  This class also includes a signature assignment, “Oral History 

Presentation,” in which students structure and conduct an interview with a subject from at least one 

generation prior to their own. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Classical Model of Argumentation: Ethos, Pathos, Logos 
2. Formal oral and written literary analysis 
3. Structuring and conducting interviews 
4. Effective reading, discussion, writing, and presentation strategies and practices 
5. Oral and written language fluency and control 
6. Reading and analyzing works from various time periods, cultures, and world regions 
7. Exploring and using technology strategically and appropriately 

 

Assessment 

1. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with: reading comprehension, analysis, 
research, and reflection; writing for various purposes and audiences; use and control of 
language; speaking; listening; cultural literacy 
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2. An e-portfolio collection of final projects, including polished drafts of writing assignments (i.e., 
reflective pieces, argumentative essay, literary analysis) and a signature assignment 

 

Selected Resources 

Bartleby: Great Books Online: http://www.bartleby.com 

Harvard College Writing Center: www.writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/resources 

Modern Library: www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-nonfiction/ 

Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL):  www.owl.english.purdue.edu 

Study Guides and Strategies:  http://www.studygs.net 

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Writing Center:  www.writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/  

VanderMey, R. Meyer, V., Van Rys, J., and Sebranek, P. (2014). The college writer: A guide to thinking, 

writing, and researching (5th ed). Stamford, CT: Cengage. 

Selected Readings: 

Anderson, L. H. – Fever 1793 Heller, J. – Catch-22 

Beah, I. – A Long Way Gone Hosseini, K. – A Thousand Splendid Suns 

Brooks, G. – Year of Wonders: A Novel of the 

Plague 

Myers, W. D. – Fallen Angels 

Diamant, A. – The Red Tent Remarque, E. M. – All Quiet on the Western Front 

French, A. – Billy See, L. – Snow Flower and the Secret Fan 

Golden, A. – Memoirs of A Geisha Solzhenitsyn, A. – A Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich 

 

 

Verbal & Written Impact & Persuasion 

 

Course Overview 

This course builds on skills developed in prior courses and provides students with opportunities to 

refine existing skills and explore new genres, styles, and purposes.  They will practice their analytical 

skills with a variety of works, including classic and contemporary fiction and nonfiction, epistolary 

novels, and plays.  Writing assignments include structured journal entries, reflections and responses, 

persuasive essays, and an evaluation of advertising in the media.  This course includes two signature 

assignments.  The first project, “Profile of an Influential Leader,” is comprised of written and oral 

components and must include technology in its delivery (e.g., Prezi, PowerPoint).  The second 

provides students with the opportunity to connect theory to practice; grounded in readings from 

Half the Sky and Human Rights Watch, students will work in groups to identify a current human 
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rights violation, research its significance and implications, and investigate possible actions to 

personally facilitate change.  This project will be presented using students’ choice of technological 

medium and will be delivered orally. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Structured journals, persuasive writing, and evaluating advertising in the media 
2. Effective reading, discussion, writing, and presentation strategies and practices 
3. Oral and written language fluency and control 
4. Reading and analyzing fiction and nonfiction, namely epistolary novels and plays  
5. Exploring and using technology strategically and appropriately 
6. Connecting theory to practice and proposing actionable solutions to current problems 

 

Assessment 

1. Written and oral projects demonstrating competence with: reading comprehension, analysis, 
research, and reflection; writing for various purposes and audiences; use and control of 
language; speaking; listening; cultural literacy 

2. An e-portfolio collection of final projects, including polished drafts of writing assignments (i.e., 
structured journal entries, reflections, responses, persuasive essay, evaluation of advertising in 
the media) and signature assignments 

 

Selected Resources 

Harvard Business Review: http://hbr.org 

Harvard College Writing Center: www.writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/resources 

Human Rights Watch: www.hrw.org 

Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL):  www.owl.english.purdue.edu 

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Writing Center:  www.writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/  

VanderMey, R. Meyer, V., Van Rys, J., and Sebranek, P. (2014). The college writer: A guide to thinking, 

writing, and researching (5th ed). Stamford, CT: Cengage. 

Selected Readings: 

Allende, I. – Daughter of Fortune Kristof, N. & WuDunn, S. – Half the Sky 

Brooks, G. – People of the Book Orwell, G. – Animal Farm 

Coelho, P. – The Alchemist Potok, C. – The Chosen 

Diamond, J. M. – Guns, Germs, and Steel: The 

Fates of Human Societies 

Rose, R. – 12 Angry Men 

Gladwell, M. – Outliers: The Story of Success Shaffer, M. A. & Barrows, A. – The Guernsey 

Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 

 



ELA & Literacy 
 

 

Foreign Language 

 

Course Overview 

At the NU Vision School, students will have the opportunity to pursue their instruction in Foreign 

Language to the degree of competency and fluency they wish to pursue.  Dependent on past course 

work and an evaluation of fluency, all NU Vision School students will have the opportunity to pursue 

their studies in Foreign Language, pursuing fluency in oral communication, reading, and writing.  

Levels of engagement will range from simple vocabulary and pronunciation to grammar, writing, 

discussion skills, and reading literary works.  In addition to formal study, opportunities to speak with 

native language speakers will provide students with the occasion to practice and gain valuable 

feedback in response to their active use of the language. 

 

Major Topics 

1. Word recognition and vocabulary 
2. Grammar and word usage 
3. Oral and written fluency (grammar, expression, and understanding) 
4. Written fluency (reading and writing) 
5. Cultural fluency and understanding (daily life, history, literature, visual and performing arts, 

mathematics, and science). 
 

Assessment 

5. Oral presentation and communication 
6. Proficiency in oral understanding and dialogue 
7. Proficiency in reading and writing in the language 
8. Appreciation and understanding of history, society, and culture embedded in the 

language of study 
 

Select Resources 

For purchase, language learning software http://www.rosettastone.com 

Online language learning http://www.babbel.com 

https://www.duolingo.com 

http://www.learnalanguage.com 

http://www.mangolanguages.com 

http://livemocha.com 

http://www.byki.com 

http://www.memrise.com 

http://www.pimsleur.com 

http://www.rosettastone.com/
http://www.babbel.com/
https://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.learnalanguage.com/
http://www.mangolanguages.com/
http://livemocha.com/
http://www.byki.com/
http://www.memrise.com/


ELA & Literacy 
 

 

Northeastern Foreign Language Courses http://www.northeastern.edu/wlc/languages 

Local Tutors Available upon request 

Other students As our program expands, we will most likely have 

students from around the world proficient in their 

native language.  We will create opportunities for the 

development of oral fluency in conversation with 

these native speakers. 

Foreign Language and Cultural and 

Education Media  

http://www.openculture.com/freelanguagelessons 

 

http://www.northeastern.edu/wlc/languages


Art 
 

 

Art Forms & Influence 

 

Course Overview 

The Fine Arts piece for the initial cohort (Boston Ballet) will be tied to their Dance (Fine Art). The training 

of the ballet student includes the articulation of the physical and aesthetic movement of the dance, but 

also of the cultural linkages of that dance in its place and its history. 

 

Resources 

Boston Ballet instruction and training Boston Ballet Facilities and faculty in 

collaboration with the Vision School staff. 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education 

 

Course Overview 

The Physical Education program at the Vision School will focus on the activity of the student cohort. The 

first cohort,  2014-2015 are students of the Boston Ballet. They will receive curriculum credit for their 

dance training as note by the Ballet instructors in collaboration with Vision School staff. 

 

Resources 

Boston Ballet facilities and trainers Practical, physical and artistic training 

 

 



 

 

6. Educational Materials 

 
A. Please describe the educational materials available to your students (e.g., textbooks, individual 

instructional materials). 
 
The students will be assigned appropriate materials including textbook and workbooks. They will also 
have access to electronic tools and materials, the computer and science and engineering labs at 
Northeastern University, and the Snell Library (the university learning center). Students will also have 
access to the learning materials of the Boston Ballet school, including its specialized library. 

 

Learning @ NU Vision School 

Learning at the NU Vision School will be project-based and interdisciplinary, building a solid foundation 
of content knowledge and ways of seeing, thinking, and communicating that will give every student the 
opportunity to: 
 

 pursue further learning in a field of post-secondary study 

 consider multiple perspectives in making social and civic choices 

 investigate issues and challenges, physical, social, and intellectual 

 problem-solve, create, and innovate 

 proactively contribute to the world 
 

Given the interdisciplinary focus of the school, students’ exploration and investigation will take place in 
the Humanities and in STEM, with teachers guiding students’ learning. 

Learning within the Humanities – NU students, not unlike other students, will be exposed to various 
literature, history, and the arts.  The NU Vision School’s curriculum, however, will focus on 
understanding the individual human and social experience and expression – through fiction and poetry, 
non-fictional accounts, and primary sources.  Through these medium, NU students will come to 
appreciate the breadth and depth of human experience as well as the beauty and tragedy of social 
events, such as community and war, benevolence and social injustice.  In this way, the humanities 
extends to the study of social systems, economics, and politics. 

Learning in STEM – NU Vision students will be grounded in the core content and concepts of biology, 
chemistry, and physics, as well as math (algebra, geometry, etc.).  However, NU Vision students will 
learn the content and core concepts in these fields through the study of events, issues, and phenomena 
and will design projects that evidence their understanding of those concepts.  For example, students 
may study global warming, a specific ecosystem under threat, while our faculty ask them to design a 
solar-powered car or house.  Engineering and the use of technology will become the backbone of 
learning for all NU students, given engineering is a discipline centered around problem-identification, 
problem-solving, design, creativity, and innovation. 

Student-centered and self-directed learning  – While the teachers in the NU School will, as is typical of 
most traditional schools, offer specific courses of study in traditional content areas (e,g., algebra, 
chemistry, or literature), a good deal of their time and effort will be focused on supporting students in 
the design, planning, and pursuit of interdisciplinary projects.  Students at the NU Vision School will also 
learn how to be self-directed learners, working independently or in small groups based on students’ 
interest in STEM and the Humanities, taking advantage of project-based, experiential, and on online-
learning. 



 

 

ePortfolios as evidence of learning – A significant focus of the school will be students’ reflection 
on and documentation of their learning.  Each student will maintain an ePortfolio, wherein 
students will catalogue their learning activities and provide evidence of their learning through 
the products of their learning, such as papers, project artifacts, and presentations.  These 
ePortfolios will be used to archive the achievement of identified benchmarks and expectations 
in both the Core Curriculum as well as the school’s ABC’s. 
 

B. Please describe the computers and other technology available to students, and how they are 
used to enhance learning. 
 
Students will be required to have electronic tools (laptop, etc) as well as access to Northeastern 
University computer, science, and engineering laboratories. 
 

C. Please describe the library resources and services available to your students. 
 
The Snell Library is the main university library which is also a member of the Library consortium 
and the national academic library system. 
 

Snell Library 

The Northeastern University Library is at the hub of campus intellectual life. Resources include over 
900,000 print volumes, 206,500 e-books, and 70,225 electronic journals. The Snell Library building 
welcomes 1.5 million visitors a year on the Boston campus and the library’s web site serves users around 
the world. The library provides award-winning research and instructional services, a growing focus on 
networked information, and extensive special collections that document social justice efforts in the 
Greater Boston area. The library has an ambitious vision to expand its digital initiatives by developing its 
digital repository, digitizing unique collections, constructing integrated collaborative spaces, and 
fostering the adoption of digital media and the creation of new knowledge. The Northeastern University 
Library leads the way in redefining library service in the 21st century. 
NU Vision School students are permitted and encouraged to use the University Library. They must, 
however, be accompanied by a buddy at all times. A current student ID is required for entry. To access 
the Snell Library website, please visit http://library.northeastern.edu/. 

 
 

7. Student & Family Services 

 
A. Please describe health care services available to students. 

 

Health Policies and Resources 

Health Insurance – Boston Ballet School and Northeastern require health insurance provider 
information to be on file upon registration in order to facilitate medical attention should an emergency 
arise. For international or out-of-state students, please note that The Massachusetts Health Connection 
(www.mahealthconnector.org and 1-877-MA-ENROLL) is an independent referral resource for finding 
private health insurance plans in Massachusetts. Students who are Massachusetts residents and qualify 
may register for Commonwealth Care and other low-cost health insurance plans at the website above. 

http://library.northeastern.edu/
http://www.mahealthconnector.org/


 

 

Should a student require medical attention, BBS staff will accompany students to the doctor and will 
also help facilitate PCP visits. 
 
Health Services – Students who are deemed at risk of injury to themselves or others for any reason may be required to 

receive a medical clearance and/or subsequent follow-ups in order to continue participating in classes, rehearsals, or 
performances. This decision will be solely at the discretion of Boston Ballet School, with input from Boston Ballet School’s 
Directors, Wellness team, Northeastern University/NU Vision School advisors, and other medical professionals. Concerns 
regarding risks of injury may result from any number of reasons, including a student who demonstrates erratic behavior, 
sudden weight loss or weight gain, or visible physical limitations to class participation.  A student’s parent or guardian will be 
immediately notified and offered guidance and support in setting up required appointment(s) with one of Boston Ballet 
School’s wellness experts. The confidentiality of students and families is always carefully guarded. All student health concerns 
are approached with care and are discussed in a private conference with a parent or guardian present. Students/ parents are 
responsible for paying for any mandatory clearances and follow-ups; though, major insurance providers cover most evaluations. 
 
Nutrition – Jan Hangen, M.S., R.D., L.D.N has been Boston Ballet School’s consulting nutritionist for many years.  She is affiliated 
with Children’s Hospital Sports Medicine Clinic and is available to help students develop a personalized nutrition program by 
appointment.  She may be reached at 617.566.7100. 
 
Physical Therapy Clinic — BBS Consulting Physical therapist Susan Kinney leads the physical therapy clinic. The appointments 
allow students to receive a general physical therapy screening, provide information about injury prevention or treat a particular 
injury. Individualized recommendations are provided to help improve and sustain each student’s overall physical health. Please 
visit www.bostonballet.org/pt for the schedule and details on making an appointment. 
 

Counseling – Katherine Wilson, LICSW, Boston Ballet School Counselor, is currently a member of the Comprehensive 
Psychiatric Associates in Wellesley and has over 15 years of experience of working with adolescents. Ms. 
Wilson trained at the School of American Ballet and danced professionally with the Pacific Northwest 
Ballet.  She has a deep understanding of the unique needs of dancers. Ms. Wilson can be reached at: 
katherinewilson@comcast.net. 
 
Medical, Emotional, or Emergency Leave – During the year, a student may need to depart temporarily 
from school for medical, psychological, personal, family, or emergency reasons.  Requests for leaves are 
approved at the discretion of Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University. Families may submit 
documentation in support of student requests for leave. If a request is declined by the school, or if a 
student is unable to safely return to the school, the student may be counseled to withdraw from the 
program.  
 

Disability Resource Center 

Students may seek an accommodation for a documented disability or disabilities that are substantially 
limiting, including “invisible” disabilities such as chronic disease or learning disabilities, by registering 
with the Disability Resource Center (DRC).  Students should register after their enrollment, but no later 
than arriving on campus. The information provided is kept confidential, except to relevant faculty and 
staff who will be informed if they are expected to provide accommodations.  NU Vision School is 
committed to providing reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities that are 
substantially limiting.  To register, students complete the “Student Disclosure Form” and return it to the 
DRC as instructed: http://www.northeastern.edu/drc/pdf/studisclosureform.pdf 
 
DRC staff members regularly work with students who have a variety of types of disabilities, primarily: 
AD(H)D, Asperger's syndrome and related disorders, chronic and degenerative disorders, hearing loss, 
learning disabilities, mobility impairments, psychiatric disorders, traumatic or acquired brain injury, and 
vision impairment. When services are approved, the DRC will provide the student with a letter of 

mailto:katherinewilson@comcast.net
http://www.northeastern.edu/drc/index.html
http://www.northeastern.edu/drc/pdf/studisclosureform.pdf


 

 

introduction to faculty, which indicates the service(s)/accommodation(s) for which the student has been 
approved.   

 
B. Please describe guidance and counseling services available to students. 

 

Academic Advising 

To ensure that students receive individual and holistic support, all students have access to advising from 
their NU Vision School Directors of Learning, to ballet mentorship from a Boston Ballet School faculty 
member, and to guidance from the Boston Ballet School Counselor, Katherine Wilson. By way of these 
personnel, students will be supported in their academic, personal, and career goals. Students are highly 
encouraged to take full ownership of their experience in the program, but parents and guardians may be 
in touch with NU Vision School and BBS staff should they have any questions or concerns. 

 
C. Please describe your student discipline policy. 

 
DISCIPLINARY PROCESS 

Students who violate policies and procedures outlined in this handbook are subject to 
the School disciplinary process.  The Disciplinary Board will consist of a Northeastern 
administrative officer, a Boston Ballet administrative officer, and in instances involving 
residential life, the Residential Director of the building.  Students will be asked to 
provide his/her account of the incident for review by the board. 

    

The following penalties apply for instances of academic dishonesty: 

a) Academic Probation 
b) Loss of credit for an assignment 
c) Loss of credit for a course (no credit, grade, or supporting 

documents for that course) 
d) Dismissal from the program 

 

The following outcomes are possible, for non-academic offenses, not 

necessarily in this order: 

a) Written warning 
b) Probation until the end of the session (Students placed on 

probation will be notified in writing that further misconduct will 
most likely result in dismissal from the program) 

c) Parental notification 
d) Housing assignment relocation or removal from housing 
e) Restitution for the repair or replacement of property 
f) Dismissal from the program 

   
ATTENDENCE POLICY 

Students are expected to attend every class meeting.  Instructors will take attendance at 
the start of every class meeting and report any absences to the residence life staff.  



 

 

Students who are feeling ill and need to miss class must report to their Program 
Resident Assistant and be taken to meet with a doctor/nurse.  All other absences must 
be cleared through a Program Residence Director.  Repeated absences will result in 
disciplinary action and could result in dismissal from the program. 
 
Students are expected to arrive to their daily academic program and meetings on time. 
Students who are running late, for whatever reason, must notify their Program 
Residence Director and Learning Director(s). Repeated tardiness is subject to disciplinary 
action.  

 
 
 

D. Please describe any additional educational opportunities available to students (including 
interventions or enrichments), if appropriate. 
 

Campus Recreation 
 
NU Vision School students may access and participate in only those Northeastern University events, 
activities, and facilities sanctioned by the NU Vision School and Boston Ballet School.  The BBS 
Residential Supervisor will plan regular recreational activities. Beyond that, so long as the buddy system 
is employed at all times, students may utilize public campus spaces, such as the Curry Student Center. 

 
E. Please describe your system to promote family engagement and foster strong, positive relations 

between school and community. 
 
Student activities at both Northeastern University Vision School and the Boston Ballet are in 
place to involve parents and families in the academic and professional activities of the student. 
In addition a calendar of social, intellectual, and cultural life of the student and their family. 
 
 
 

 

8. School Staff & Administration 

 
A. How is your school staff organized? Please include the total number of staff by position, 

including administrative as well as teaching staff. 
 

NU Vision School 
  
Executive Director, Mya M. Mangawang, PhD, (Associate Dean, Northeastern University, 
Director of the Graduate School of Education) In her capacity overseeing the Graduate School of 
Education, serves as chief academic officer of the NU Vision School and oversees the academic 
design and rigor of the school.  Oversees Deans of Curriculum and Experiential Education and all 
Directors of Learning and Curriculum teaching in the NU Vision School.  Works closely with the 
Boston Ballet to ensure overall alignment between University and Ballet mission and vision. 

 



 

 

Chief Operating Officer, David Czesniuk, MA, MBA, (Assistant Dean of Partnerships and 
Alliances and Executive Director of Community Engagement, Northeastern University) Serves as 
chief administrative officer, and is responsible for financial and operational design and integrity of 
the NU Vision School.  Oversees all Program Managers supporting the NU Vision School.  Works 
closely with the Boston Ballet to ensure overall alignment between University and Ballet mission and 
vision. 

 
Head of Curriculum, Kimberly Nolan, EdD (Faculty, Graduate School of Education, 
Northeastern University).  Oversees all curriculum design so as to ensure the curricular alignment 
with stated mission and vision of the NU Vision School and that our graduates are career and 
college ready. 
   
Head for Experiential Education, Christopher Unger, EdD (Faculty, Graduate School of 
Education, Northeastern University).  Oversees experiential education elements and their design so 
as to ensure alignment with stated mission and vision of the NU Vision School and that our 
graduates are career and college ready.   

 
Director of Learning and Curriculum - Humanities, William Fischelis, M.Ed in Curriculum 
and Instruction.  Responsible for course delivery and student learning outcomes.  

 
Director of Learning and Curriculum – Science, Rev. Rudolph A. Moseley, Ed.D., 
M.Ed  Responsible for course delivery and student learning outcomes.  

 
Director of Operations, (Director of College Guidance or College Counselor), Kristi 
Woodworth (Assistant Director of Partnerships and Alliances, Northeastern University) 

 
Director of Student Advising, Clara Lau (Student Support Specialist, Northeastern 
University) Responsible for ensuring high quality of student support both in and out of the 
classroom.  Liaises students to University and Ballet resources and communicates regularly with 
faculty, students, families and program to support student development and program mission and 
vision.  

 
Director of Assessment and Accreditation, Jim Harrington, Ph.D. 
  
Program Manager, TBD Responsible for administrative coordination and project implementation. 
  
 

The teaching staff will also include graduate students enrolled in the Graduate School of Education and 
other faculty of the university as appropriate to the course, curriculum, and student. 

 
B. Please attach a copy of the school’s organizational chart. This chart should include all positions 

(including administrative and teaching staff), and clearly indicate all reporting relationships.  
 
The above listing is the organization chart. To connect the NU Vision School to the larger 
university organization, one needs to identify John LaBrie, Ed.D. as Dean of the College of 
Professional Studies as the direct report for Dr. Mangawang, NU Vision Head of School. 



 

 

 
C. Describe the minimum and average qualifications of your teaching staff 

 
The minimum qualification of or teaching staff is a college degree in the field of study. The 
preferred qualification is an advanced graduate degree (doctorate) and teaching experience. 
Instructors working under the supervision of full time teaching staff will generally be studying 
for an advanced degree at the university. 
 
Collaborating faculty of the Boston Ballet are professional dancers who have faculty status at 
the Ballet School. 
 

D. What is the average teacher-student ratio? What is the average and maximum class size?  
 

The teacher – student ratio is five:one (5:1); the long term goal is eight to one. 
 

The average class size is seven or eight (7-8) students with a maximum seminar size of fifteen. 
 
 

E. Please describe the process for evaluation, support and development of your staff. 
 
The faculty are organized in a collaborative manner with considerable peer review. The 
administrative officer will also actively involve themselves in the review of teaching and 
learning, creating plans and processes for innovation and renovation of both teaching and 
learning.  
 
University resources, including coursework, are available to faculty and staff for training and 
research (development). 
 

F. Please describe the process for reviewing criminal offender record information (CORI) of current 
and prospective employees and volunteers, as required by law. 
 
The NU Vision School will follow the Northeastern University procedures including the CORI 
check for all staff and faculty. This process includes close collaboration with the Northeastern 
University Police and Boston Police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9. Student Performance Assessment 

 
A. Please describe your system for evaluating students’ skills, competencies and knowledge. Please 

include the types of assessments used, frequency of assessments, and how you document the 
results of these assessments. 
 

Academic Experience 

Learning @ NU Vision School 

Learning at the NU Vision School will be project-based and interdisciplinary, building a solid foundation 
of content knowledge and ways of seeing, thinking, and communicating that will give every student the 
opportunity to: 
 

 pursue further learning in a field of post-secondary study 

 consider multiple perspectives in making social and civic choices 

 investigate issues and challenges, physical, social, and intellectual 

 problem-solve, create, and innovate 

 proactively contribute to the world 
 

Given the interdisciplinary focus of the school, students’ exploration and investigation will take place in 
the Humanities and in STEM, with teachers guiding students’ learning. 

Learning within the Humanities – NU students, not unlike other students, will be exposed to various 
literature, history, and the arts.  The NU Vision School’s curriculum, however, will focus on 
understanding the individual human and social experience and expression – through fiction and poetry, 
non-fictional accounts, and primary sources.  Through these medium, NU students will come to 
appreciate the breadth and depth of human experience as well as the beauty and tragedy of social 
events, such as community and war, benevolence and social injustice.  In this way, the humanities 
extends to the study of social systems, economics, and politics. 

Learning in STEM – NU Vision students will be grounded in the core content and concepts of biology, 
chemistry, and physics, as well as math (algebra, geometry, etc.).  However, NU Vision students will 
learn the content and core concepts in these fields through the study of events, issues, and phenomena 
and will design projects that evidence their understanding of those concepts.  For example, students 
may study global warming, a specific ecosystem under threat, while our faculty ask them to design a 
solar-powered car or house.  Engineering and the use of technology will become the backbone of 
learning for all NU students, given engineering is a discipline centered around problem-identification, 
problem-solving, design, creativity, and innovation. 

Student-centered and self-directed learning  – While the teachers in the NU School will, as is typical of 
most traditional schools, offer specific courses of study in traditional content areas (e,g., algebra, 
chemistry, or literature), a good deal of their time and effort will be focused on supporting students in 
the design, planning, and pursuit of interdisciplinary projects.  Students at the NU Vision School will also 
learn how to be self-directed learners, working independently or in small groups based on students’ 
interest in STEM and the Humanities, taking advantage of project-based, experiential, and on online-
learning. 



 

 

ePortfolios as evidence of learning – A significant focus of the school will be students’ reflection on and 

documentation of their learning.  Each student will maintain an ePortfolio, wherein students will 

catalogue their learning activities and provide evidence of their learning through the products of their 

learning, such as papers, project artifacts, and presentations.  These ePortfolios will be used to archive 

the achievement of identified benchmarks and expectations in both the Core Curriculum as well as the 

school’s ABC’s. 

 

Procedurally, each learning experience and activity will be planned with a set of objectives in mind. 

These rubrics will allow a quantification and analysis of student learning on specific work and across 

time and student groups (comparative). As the basis of grading these goals and objectives will be clear, 

and communicated to student and faculty. Record keeping will combine portfolio and other physical 

materials as evidence of teaching and learning, but will also include anecdotal data from students and 

faculty, as well as others involved in the tasks. 

Standardized testing appropriate to the students’ needs will also be available with access to the 

university testing office. 

An assessment process and staff will keep an ongoing record of this data for reporting and accreditation. 

 

 

10. Records 

 
A. Please describe your system for maintaining student records, including attendance, health, 

discipline, student schedule, progress reports and results of assessments. Please note how you 
ensure that student records are kept in a secure and organized manner that is consistent with 
federal and state student record laws to the extent applicable. 
 
The NU Vision School will start with a stand-alone system of record keeping for its students’ 
records. Electronic records will be kept on a non-networked (independent) with a back-up paper 
copy of all critical items. The paper copies will be kept in a locked, secure space not available to 
any but trained personnel. The electronic data are kept on a solitary server with secured  
electronic back-up documents. 
 

B. Please describe how student transcripts are (or will be) maintained, and your process for issuing 
transcripts in response to requests of students and former students in accordance with G.L. c. 
71, § 34A. 

 
The transcript system will be new with the start of school and will apply to NO previous 
students. The stand-alone system will eventually develop into a integrated system maintained 
by the University Registrar connected to the school administrative staff. 

 

 

 



 

 

11. Financial Support 

 
A. Please attach documentation of your organization’s legal status. These should include copies of 

the articles of incorporation and the certification of tax exempt status.  
 
NU Vision School operates within the structure of Northeastern University. It is contained within 
the College of Professional Studies and its Dean John LaBrie, and administered by Graduate 
School of Education – Head of School and  Associate Dean Mya Mangawang, and COO David 
Czesniuk. 
 

B. Please attach a copy of your organization’s most recent tax return. 
 
This school is entering year one; there are no earlier tax return documents. 
 

C. Please attach a copy of your organization’s annual budget, including all anticipated revenues 
and expenses, for the current year, as well as for each of the next two years. Please note any 
major budgetary assumptions made (e.g., student enrollment, per-pupil tuition rates, 
anticipated grants):  
 

  

EXPENSE             

  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Notes 

Staff/Faculty Salary   
 

  
 

    

2 FT Learning Directors 
 $           
130,000  

 $           
133,900  

 $           
137,917  

 $              
142,055  

 $              
146,316  Assume 3% increase per year 

PT Assistant Director 
 $             
15,000  

 $             
15,450  

 $             
15,914  

 $                
16,391  

 $                
16,883  looking to expand Kristi W role to include this 

Program Manager 
 $                      
-    

 $             
50,000  

 $             
51,500  

 $                
53,045  

 $                
54,636  Assume 3% increase per year 

3rd FT Learning Director   
 $             
65,000  

 $             
66,950  

 $                
68,959  

 $                
71,027  Assume 3% increase per year 

4th FT Learning Director   
 

  
 $                
65,000  

 $                
66,950  Assume 3% increase per year 

Part-time Faculty   
 $             
15,000  

 $             
21,000  

 $                
26,000  

 $                
30,000    

Consultants  
 $             
60,000  

 $             
50,000  

 $             
50,000  

 $                
60,000  

 $                
70,000  Accreditation, Assessment, Instructional Design 

  
 $           
145,000  

 $           
264,350  

 $           
272,281  

 $              
345,449  

 $              
355,812    

Staff/Faculty Benefits   
 

  
 

    

  
 $             
46,255  

 $             
84,328  

 $             
86,857  

 $              
110,198  

 $              
113,504  31.9% fringe  

              

Admin Costs    
 

  
 

    

Dell Computers 
 $               
4,863  

 $               
1,621  

 $               
1,621  

 $                         
-    

 $                         
-    One per staff/faculty 



 

 

iPhone Monthly Cost 
 $               
1,509  

 $               
2,264  

 $               
2,264  

 $                  
3,018  

 $                  
3,018  One per full-time staff/faculty 

Printers 
 $               
2,800  

 $               
1,400  

 $                      
-    

 $                  
1,400  

 $                         
-    One per full-time staff/faculty 

Copying 
 $                   
500  

 $                   
750  

 $                   
900  

 $                      
900  

 $                      
900    

Mail 
 $                   
500  

 $                   
500  

 $                   
500  

 $                      
500  

 $                      
500    

Travel 
 $               
1,000  

 $               
2,000  

 $               
2,500  

 $                  
2,500  

 $                  
2,500    

Food 
 $               
2,500  

 $               
4,500  

 $               
4,500  

 $                  
5,000  

 $                  
6,000    

Class Supplies 
 $               
2,000  

 $               
3,000  

 $               
3,500  

 $                  
3,500  

 $                  
3,500    

Accreditation Filings 
 $               
4,000  

 $                      
-    

 $                      
-    

 $                         
-    

 $                         
-      

Contingency 
 $             
50,000  

 $             
50,000  

 $             
50,000  

 $                
50,000  

 $                
50,000    

    
 

  
 

    

Total Staff 
 $           
251,255  

 $           
413,678  

 $           
430,138  

 $              
541,647  

 $              
569,317    

    
 

  
 

    

Total Non-Staff 
 $             
69,672  

 $             
66,035  

 $             
65,785  

 $                
66,818  

 $                
66,418    

              

TOTAL EXPENSE 
 $           
320,927  

 $           
479,712  

 $           
495,923  

 $              
608,465  

 $              
635,735    

Administrative Overhead 
 $             
83,441  

 $           
124,725  

 $           
128,940  

 $              
158,201  

 $              
165,291  (Estimated at 26%) 

  
      REVENUE             

  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Notes 

School Program 
 $             
22,000  

 $             
22,880  

 $             
23,795  

 $                
24,747  

 $                
25,737  4% increase annually 

Tuition Discount 35% 35% 35% 35% 35% For year 1 cohort only 
Tuition Net of Discount (Yr. 1 
only) 

 $             
14,300  

 $             
14,872  

 $             
15,467  

 $                
16,086  

 $                
16,729    

Enrollments 13 30 40 50 50   

% students getting Yr 1 discount 100% 92% 69% 38%     

Gross Tuition Revenue 
 $           
286,000  

 $           
686,400  

 $           
951,808  

 $          
1,237,350  

 $          
1,286,844    

Discount for year 1 cohorts 
 $        
(100,100) 

 $           
(96,096) 

 $           
(74,955) 

 $              
(43,307) 

 $                         
-    Assumes even distribution across grade level 

Additional Discount 
 $           
(12,900)         Initial Year 1 additonal scholarship.  

Discount post year 1 cohorts   
 $           
(58,344) 

 $           
(96,371) 

 $           
(137,346) 

 $           
(142,840) Assumes 15% average discount for incoming cohorts post year1 



 

 

Tuition 
 $           
173,000  

 $           
531,960  

 $           
780,483  

 $          
1,056,697  

 $          
1,144,005  15 Students, then 30, 40, 50, 60 

              

TOTAL REVENUE 
 $           
173,000  

 $           
531,960  

 $           
780,483  

 $          
1,056,697  

 $          
1,144,005    

  
  

  
  

  

Revenue Tax @20% 
 $                       
-   

 $                       
-   

 $                       
-   

 $                          
-   

 $                          
-     

Net Revenue 
 $           
173,000  

 $           
531,960  

 $           
780,483  

 $          
1,056,697  

 $          
1,144,005    

   

  
   VARIANCE             

  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5   

              

Revenue-Expense 
 $         
(231,368) 

 $            
(72,478) 

 $           
155,620  

 $              
290,031  

 $              
342,979    

              

   

  
   

   

  
   

   

  
   NOTES             

              

              

              

Freshman Discount 5 38%         

Sophomore 4 31%         

Junior 3 23%         

Senior 1 8%         

  13 100%         

              

              

              

Administrative Cost   
 $     
18,709,000          

Classroom             

Library   
 $       
2,444,000          

Research Infrastructure   
 $             
27,000          

Space   
 $       
3,128,000          

Student Overhead   
 $       
7,087,000          

Allocated Cost Boston    $             



 

 

31,395,000  

              

              

    
 $      
102,138,459          

     $                       -            

     $                       -            

     $                       -            

     $                       -            

     $                       -            

     $                       -            

     $                       -            

     $                       -            

    
 $        
16,187,752          

    
 $             
200,000          

     $                       -            

    
 $        
16,387,752          

    
 $      
118,526,211          

              

    0.26487812         

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 

NU Vision School 

Student Handbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NU Vision School Student Handbook 

The NU Vision School Student Handbook contains information and policies current and active as of the 
date of its release. Given that NU Vision School is an evolving pilot program, the information and policies 
outlined here are subject to change at the discretion of the program. All changes will be clearly and 
promptly communicated to students, staff, and families. 
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NU Vision School Pledge 
My signature indicates that I received the NU Vision School Student Handbook and I am familiar with the 
policies and procedures of NU Vision School, including my commitment to the following statement. 
 
I have read the descriptions of NU Vision School policies and rules in the Student Handbook. I 
understand and affirm the program’s commitment to excellence in artistic and academic studies. I 
understand that I am expected to attend classes, rehearsals, and performances, to complete 
assignments and honor appointments as arranged, and to respect school property and technology. I 
pledge to maintain artistic, academic, and personal integrity by not cheating, plagiarizing, stealing, 
vandalizing, harassing, or lying. I further pledge not to use or have in my possession or be under the 
influence of tobacco products, alcohol, marijuana or other illegal drugs, and not to misuse legal 
substances. I understand that if I violate this agreement, immediate suspension or expulsion without 
refund of any part of the tuition and fees may result.  
 
 
Student Name (print) _____________________________________________  
 
Student Signature ________________________________________________  
 
Parent Signature _________________________________________________ 
 
Staff Witness ____________________________________________________ 

 
Date ___________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Overview 

Boston Ballet School (BBS)  

Boston Ballet Founder, E. Virginia Williams, opened a ballet school in 1953 with the vision of establishing 
the highest quality dance education facility in the region.  Since then, the school has grown from a small, 
regional dance studio into the largest ballet school in North America.  Boston Ballet School, the official 
school of Boston Ballet, now provides dance education and ballet training for over 5,000 students 
annually, and operates three state-of-the-art dance facilities: its original home in the South End of 
Boston, a second in the MetroWest town of Newton, and a third in the North Shore community of 
Marblehead.  In whole, the Boston Ballet School provides dance education and ballet training through 
four core programs, designed with a progressive, age-appropriate curriculum for toddlers to senior 
citizens. The School runs its programs 50 weeks per year, each program having both a school-year (37-
week) and summer session. Sustained by the vision of Artistic Director Mikko Nissinen and leadership of 
Director Margaret Tracey, it is Boston Ballet School’s goal to inspire and sustain a love of dance through 
continuous education. The breadth and depth of the dance education that the School provides, coupled 
with the expertise of its faculty and connection to a world-class company, makes Boston Ballet School a 
unique model among dance schools.  
 
Boston Ballet School’s Pre-Professional Program was established five years ago by School Director, 
Margaret Tracey, and Boston Ballet’s Artistic Director, Mikko Nissinen.  An audition-only program, it was 
created for elite students who have a high level of talent and potential, and who are dedicated to 
pursuing a career in ballet.  It is a rigorous training program designed to prepare students for a 
professional career with Boston Ballet and in the ballet industry. While Boston Ballet provides a 
comprehensive Wellness Program and many other support services specifically for these students, since 
2010, it has been working to develop a new model to holistically support Pre-Professional Program 
students’ needs.   
 

Northeastern University (NU) 

Founded in 1898, Northeastern is a global, experiential, research university built on a tradition of 
engagement with the world, creating a distinctive approach to education and research. The university 
offers a comprehensive range of undergraduate and graduate programs leading to degrees through the 
doctorate in nine colleges and schools, and select advanced degrees at graduate campuses in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and Seattle. 
 
The College of Professional Studies (CPS) is committed to providing career-focused educational 
programs that are designed to accommodate the complex lives of motivated learners. Offered in a 
variety of innovative formats, CPS’ courses are taught by accomplished scholars and practitioners who 
have real-world experience. The result is an educational experience founded on proven scholarship, 
strengthened with practical application, and sustained by academic excellence. Taken in whole, 
Northeastern University has become an international university of thousands supporting youth and 
adults in the pursuit of both their academic and vocational aspirations. 

 

 

 



 

 

NU Vision School  

Building on their collaborative relationship and well-aligned missions, Northeastern University and 
Boston Ballet have partnered to provide a new learning model to support the distinct academic and 
residential needs of Boston Ballet School’s Pre-Professional students. The vision is to build a model high 
school that brings to life cutting-edge thinking and 21st century educational tools and philosophies in a 
unique living-learning environment, with the goal of creating life-long learners. Grounded in experiential 
learning, blended with online technologies, and employing innovative educational practices, NU Vision 
School has been designed to specifically support the needs of Boston Ballet’s Pre-Professional Program 
high school students. 

 

Philosophy of the NU Vision School  

The current model of schooling moves students from box to box, both physically and intellectually.  In 
the real world, however, success is measured not by the rote memorization of content, but by one’s 
capacity to apply knowledge and skills. That is, success comes more from “know how” than “know 
what.”  It has been well argued that, in the next twenty years, our youth will most benefit from knowing 
how to find and use relevant knowledge in the world, and from the well developed abilities to think 
critically, problem-solve, create, collaborate, and effectively communicate. Development of these 
abilities is precisely the focus of the NU Vision School. Capitalizing on the tools and resources available 
to us today to facilitate learning through projects and online resources, with the expert support of 
teachers who act as learning guides and mentors instead of “content deliverers,” NU Vision School will 
fundamentally transform the nature of teaching and learning in the school from being teacher-centered 
to learning-centered.  

Mission 

The NU Vision School @ Boston Ballet provides a dynamic and flexible educational experience for 
students to explore, inquire, and engage their interests and passions. Meeting the diverse and 
unique learning needs of Boston Ballet Pre-Professional Program students, NU Vision School both 
challenges and supports students through an innovative curriculum predicated on student-
centered, project-based, and interest-driven learning. By way of this meaningful learning, NU Vision 
School students come to know themselves and the world better through the disciplinary lenses  

of the Humanities and STEM, through the skills of critical 
thinking and creative problem solving, and through an 
overarching framework of compassion and social justice. 

NU Vision School’s ABCs   

In addition to these goals, the NU Vision School @ Boston 
Ballet will embrace and work with students in developing 
the particular personal qualities as presented in our 
ABC’s.  We believe these personal qualities will encourage 
and inspire our students to make a greater contribution to 
the world than they could with out them. 

 NU VISION SCHOOL ABC’S   
 Our graduates will be: 

 A 
 Articulate (in all forms of expression) 
 Authentic 
 Aware and respectful of self and others 

 B 
 Benevolent  
 Bold in their thinking and imagining 
 Brave and open to new challenges 

 C 
 Creative  
 Career and College ready 
 Contextually and culturally cognizant 



 

 

Academic Experience 

Learning @ NU Vision School 

Learning at the NU Vision School will be project-based and interdisciplinary, building a solid foundation 
of content knowledge and ways of seeing, thinking, and communicating that will give every student the 
opportunity to: 
 

 pursue further learning in a field of post-secondary study 

 consider multiple perspectives in making social and civic choices 

 investigate issues and challenges, physical, social, and intellectual 

 problem-solve, create, and innovate 

 proactively contribute to the world 
 

Given the interdisciplinary focus of the school, students’ exploration and investigation will take place in 
the Humanities and in STEM, with teachers guiding students’ learning. 

Learning within the Humanities – NU students, not unlike other students, will be exposed to various 
literature, history, and the arts.  The NU Vision School’s curriculum, however, will focus on 
understanding the individual human and social experience and expression – through fiction and poetry, 
non-fictional accounts, and primary sources.  Through these medium, NU students will come to 
appreciate the breadth and depth of human experience as well as the beauty and tragedy of social 
events, such as community and war, benevolence and social injustice.  In this way, the humanities 
extends to the study of social systems, economics, and politics. 

Learning in STEM – NU Vision students will be grounded in the core content and concepts of biology, 
chemistry, and physics, as well as math (algebra, geometry, etc.).  However, NU Vision students will 
learn the content and core concepts in these fields through the study of events, issues, and phenomena 
and will design projects that evidence their understanding of those concepts.  For example, students 
may study global warming, a specific ecosystem under threat, while our faculty ask them to design a 
solar-powered car or house.  Engineering and the use of technology will become the backbone of 
learning for all NU students, given engineering is a discipline centered around problem-identification, 
problem-solving, design, creativity, and innovation. 

Student-centered and self-directed learning  – While the teachers in the NU School will, as is typical of 
most traditional schools, offer specific courses of study in traditional content areas (e,g., algebra, 
chemistry, or literature), a good deal of their time and effort will be focused on supporting students in 
the design, planning, and pursuit of interdisciplinary projects.  Students at the NU Vision School will also 
learn how to be self-directed learners, working independently or in small groups based on students’ 
interest in STEM and the Humanities, taking advantage of project-based, experiential, and on online-
learning. 

ePortfolios as evidence of learning – A significant focus of the school will be students’ reflection on and 
documentation of their learning.  Each student will maintain an ePortfolio, wherein students will 
catalogue their learning activities and provide evidence of their learning through the products of their 
learning, such as papers, project artifacts, and presentations.  These ePortfolios will be used to archive 
the achievement of identified benchmarks and expectations in both the Core Curriculum as well as the 
school’s ABC’s. 
 



 

 

Academic Curriculum 

Core Curricular and Elective Course Offerings* 

Discipline Core Curriculum* and Beyond 

Science Biology (Lab), Chemistry (Lab), Physics (Lab), Engineering, Technology 
Earth Science, Nutrition  

History 
 

US History & Civics, Global History, Government, Politics, & Cultures,  
Social Justice, Political Movements, Human Rights 

English Literature; Analyzing, and Assessing Informational Texts; Written and Oral Analysis & 
Argument; Verbal & Written Impact & Persuasion;  
Movies, Drama, and Poetry; Biography & Autobiography; 
The Influence of Media 

Mathematics Algebra I, Geometry & Trigonometry, Algebra II, Precalculus, Statistics & Probability, 
Quantitative Reasoning 

Art Art Forms & Influence, Dance as Art, The History of Ballet, Music in Society, 
Photography 

Foreign Language French, German, Spanish 

Electives Physical Education, Dance, Ballet, Nutrition, Psychology of Learning, Psychology, 
Personal Fitness  

*Identified Core Curriculum will be grounded in the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Curriculum Frameworks and Standards.   Common Core expectations and standards will be 
fully implemented and assessed throughout the curriculum, in English Language, Mathematics, Social 
Studies, and Science (see http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards) 

Independent Study – In addition to the above core curriculum and school electives, individuals and 
groups of students at the NU Vision School can work with instructors to develop several independent 
studies under the supervised guidance of the instructors.  Independent studies must include a clear 
presentation of purpose of learning (topic or theme), clearly identified learning activities (inquiry), 
documentation of learning activities and outcomes, as well as a well-articulated final product and 
presentation to staff and the school.  Upon review of the instructor, the student(s) will acquire credit (or 
partial credit) in an identified discipline dependent on the topic pursued. 

Dual Enrollment Course Offerings @ Northeastern University – In addition to the above, NU Vision 
School students, with the sponsorship and mentorship of an NU Vision School instructor, can elect to 
take a pre-approved College of Professional Studies class online.  NU Vision School students choosing to 
do so can, upon successful completion of the course, acquire both high school as well as college credit 
for successful completion of the course.   

 

 

Academic Schedule 



 

 

The NU Vision School has been designed to accommodate the training demands and unique and variable 
schedules of the Boston Ballet Pre-Professional Program students. In general, the official academic day 
runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All students must report to the day’s designated academic meeting 
space by 9:00 a.m., making sure to check in with their instructor for attendance. Students are expected 
to eat breakfast prior to this time.  Academic sessions will break at 12:00 p.m. for lunch, and then 
reconvene from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m., with individual variation based on ballet class times. All 
students will be expected to engage in learning and schoolwork beyond the 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
framework; this could include morning, night, and weekend learning.     

2014-2015 Academic Calendar  

Wednesday, September 3    Open House – Boston Studio 

Thursday, September 4    Ballet classes begin 
      Residential Student Move-in 

Friday, September 5    NU Vision School Welcome and Orientation 

Monday, September 8    Begin “Learning How to Learn” unit 

Wednesday, September 10   Pre-Professional & International Students Meeting 

 Sunday, September 21     Registration Deadline for The Nutcracker Auditions 

Saturday-Sunday, September 27-28  The Nutcracker Auditions 

Sunday, October 12    Conclude “Learning How to Learn” unit 

Monday, October 13    No Classes – Columbus Day observed 

Tuesday, October 14    Begin 1st Academic Semester 

Wednesday-Sunday, November 26-30  No Classes – Thanksgiving Break 

Week of December 15    Boston Ballet School Peer Week  

Monday- Sunday, December 22- January 1 No Classes – Holiday Break 

Monday, February 2    Begin 2nd Academic Semester (no Ballet class) 

Thursday, February 5    Ballet classes resume 

Monday, January 19    No Classes – Martin Luther King Jr. Day observed 

Monday-Sunday, February 16-22  No Classes – Winter Break 

Sunday, April 5     No Classes – Easter observed 

Monday-Sunday, April 20-26   No Classes – Spring Break 

Sunday, May 3      Next Generation Rehearsal 

Wednesday, May 6     Next Generation Performance 

Saturday- Monday, May 23-25    No Classes – Memorial Day Weekend 

Sunday, June 7     Conclude 2nd Academic Semester 

Week of June 8      Boston Ballet School Peer Week 
      Academic Reflections, Presentations, & Closing Activity 

Saturday, June 13     No Classes – Boston Studio Only  

Sunday, June 14    Last Day of Ballet Classes 

 

 

Attendance Policy 



 

 

Students are expected to attend every academic and dance session/meeting.  Instructors will take 
attendance at the start of every academic and dance session and report any absences to the BBS 
Residential Office. Students who are feeling ill and need to miss a session must report to the BBS 
Residential Office and notify their instructor(s); they will then be taken to meet with a doctor/nurse.  All 
other absences must be promptly communicated to, and cleared by, the BBS Residential Office staff 
prior to any academic and/or dance commitments.  Likewise, students are expected to arrive to their 
daily NU Vision School and Boston Ballet engagements on time. Should a student be running late, for 
whatever reason, s/he must notify the NU Vision School instructor(s) or Boston Ballet School staff 
accordingly. Unexcused absences and tardiness will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action. 
Repeated unexcused absences and/or tardiness could result in dismissal from the program. 
 
Regarding ballet classes, students receive the maximum benefit from their ballet class by arriving early 
and prepared (15 minutes prior to class).  Students should use the minutes before class to stretch or 
mentally review the exercises they did in the last class. 

 
Academic Integrity 

A commitment to the principles of academic integrity is essential to the mission of the NU Vision School. 
Academic dishonesty violates the most fundamental values of an intellectual community and 
undermines the achievements of the entire School.  The NU Vision School defines participation in 
academically dishonest activities as any action taken by a student with the intent of gaining an unfair 
advantage.  All NU Vision students are expected to thoroughly review and follow Northeastern 
University’s Academic Integrity Policy, accessible through the following link: 
http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/academicintegrity/. Failure to comply with this policy could result 
in penalties ranging from assignment failure to dismissal from the program. The most common form of 
academic dishonesty is plagiarism. Any work handed in under a student’s name will be assumed to be 
that student’s work, and all secondary source material must be properly cited in accordance with the 
instructor’s policy. 
 
FERPA Waiver  

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that applies to educational 
institutions. Under FERPA, schools must allow students who are 18 years or over or attending a 
postsecondary institution access to their education records, an opportunity to seek to have the records 
amended, and some control over the disclosure of information from the records.  If students are under 
the age of 18, the parents or legal guardians of the student still maintain the educational record rights 
under FERPA. In order to best support student success, Northeastern asks that students and families 
complete the following form:  http://www.northeastern.edu/registrar/form-ferpa.pdf. 

 

Residential Experience 

Accommodations 

The suite-style rooms in the NU Vision School residence hall are all equipped with a University bed, desk, 
dresser, and chair for each student, along with window shades for the room. These items cannot be 
substituted with personal furniture, and students are not allowed to remove furniture from their rooms. 
The one exception is students are able to bring a small desk chair. MicroFridges are available for rent 

http://www.northeastern.edu/osccr/academicintegrity/
http://www.northeastern.edu/registrar/form-ferpa.pdf


 

 

through https://www.collegerefrigerators.com. Students are allowed hair dryers, curling irons and other 
small appliances that do not have an open burner or operate on gas or any liquid fuel.  No other 
appliances are permitted in the residence halls.   
 
NU Vision School students living on the Northeastern University campus are responsible for thoroughly 
reviewing and adhering to all residential policies stated in the University’s Guide to Residence Hall Living, 
which can be accessed through the following link: 
http://www.northeastern.edu/housing/pdf/GTRHL%2014-15.pdf 
 

What to Bring  

Students will need to supply their own linens (80” extra-long twin sheets, sometimes labeled Collegiate 
Twin Sheets, to University beds), blankets, pillow(s), clothes hangers, towel(s), clock radio/alarm clock, 
desk lamp (not halogen), fan, flashlight and batteries, nonflammable metal wastebasket, laundry bag 
and detergent, and telephone.  Students should also consider bringing shower shoes, a shower caddy, 
under-the-bed storage boxes (no deeper than 10”), a power outlet strip (12 or 14-gauge wire), airtight 
food-storage containers, hair dryer, bookends, iron and ironing board, oral thermometer, and a bike 
helmet (visit http://www.thehubway.com/ to participate in this city-wide bike program). Compact 
refrigerators and microfridges (rented only through https://www.collegerefrigerators.com) are also 
allowed. 
 

Prohibited Items 

The following items are prohibited from the residence hall:  student-owned air conditioners, sun lamps, 
space heaters, halogen lamps, halogen bulbs, electric percolators (exposed coil heating elements), 
electric frying pans, hot plates, toaster ovens, microwave ovens, electrical cooking equipment, 
indoor/outdoor decorative lights, grills, lava lamps, waterbeds, weightlifting equipment, firearms of any 
type, ammunition, fireworks, explosives, illegal drugs, alcohol, drug or alcohol paraphernalia, and 
weapons of any kind.  Pets are not allowed. 
 
Because access to fire escapes with through designated windows, fire escape windows must be kept 
clear. No furniture, fans, or other personal effects are to be placed so as to restrict access to the fire 
escape window. Failure to maintain clear fire escape access may result in formal complaint by the City of 
Boston Fire and/or Building department, resulting in the potential closing of the facility due to this 
safety violation. 

 

Residential Staff 

The residential component of NU Vision School is directly supported and supervised by the BBS 
Residential Supervisor and rotational administrative staff.  This staff has 24 hour access to the residence 
hall, as well as the BBS Residential Office, located adjacent the student rooms. The BBS Residential 
Office will be staffed in the evenings until 9:00 p.m. on weekdays, and until 10:00 p.m. on weekends. 
Should a residential issue or emergency arise when the office is closed, students should contact their 
hall RA and/or RD. In the event of an emergency, students should also contact the BBS Residential 
Supervisor. Simultaneously, the Northeastern University residential life staff is responsible for upholding 
University and program policies, and will intervene if inappropriate behavior or emergencies occur.  
They will report all instances to the program directors. 
 

https://www.collegerefrigerators.com/
http://www.northeastern.edu/housing/pdf/GTRHL%2014-15.pdf
http://www.thehubway.com/


 

 

Hall Security 

Residence hall main entrance doors and inner lobby doors are locked and controlled by a computerized 
electronic access control system. Residents are required to produce their Northeastern University Husky 
Identification Card to the proctors stationed at the lobby entrances for access approval. This is achieved 
with the assistance of a card reader connected electronically to an updated resident list. As such, 
students must carry their Husky Cards at all times. In emergency situations, any particular resident’s 
access can be removed electronically and/or residence hall main entrance doors can be locked to 
prevent unwanted access.   
 

Residential Supervision Policies 

The BBS Residential Staff will be the primary supervisors of the residential program, supported by the 

NU Residential Staff (RD and RAs). BBS Residential Staff will be on-site and available during the following 

Residential Office open hours: 

Weekdays, 7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. & evening hours vary depending on Ballet schedule 
Sundays, 7:30 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. (hours may vary depending on activity schedule) 
 

In the event of an emergency when the Residential Office is closed, the BBS Resident Supervisor will be 
available on-call. A backup BBS Resident staff member will also be on-call. 
 
Students exiting and entering the residence all must always sign in and sign out respectively with the 
BBS Residential staff. Additionally, students must always travel using the buddy system; no student can 
leave the building alone. Students will leave cell phone numbers with BBS dorm staff, and will carry 
dorm staff numbers with them at all times.   
 
Weekdays (academic and BBS classes in session) – Students must check in at the BBS Residential Office 
every weekday morning prior to 9:00 a.m. Upon their return to the residence hall in the evening, 
students must sign in with the onsite BBS Residential Supervisor. The BSS Residential 
Supervisor/Administrator works in dorm office and ensures that all students are in the building by 9:00 
p.m. 

Saturdays (BBS classes in session) – Students must sign out with the Residential 
Supervisor/Administrator administrator before travelling to Boston Ballet studios and sign back in upon 
return to the residence hall. The BBS Residential staff works in dorm office and ensures that all students 
are in the building by 10:00 p.m. 

Sundays (no BBS or academic classes) – The BBS Residential Supervisor will plan some activities for 
students.  Students are allowed to leave the building during their free time, but must always sign out 
with the BBS Residential Supervisor/ Administrator before leaving, and sign in upon return.  BBS staff 
works in dorm office and ensures that all students are in the building by 9:00 p.m. 
 

Student Curfew  
   
Students are required to check in with the BBS Residential Staff every night by the assigned curfew hour 
and remain on their floor/in their own room for the remainder of the night.  Students more than 10 
minutes late for curfew will receive a warning for the first offense; repeated offenses will lead to 



 

 

disciplinary action.  The BBS Residential Supervisor/Administrator will contact the guardian of any 
student more than one hour late for curfew, and Public Safety will be notified.  Students who repeatedly 
or seriously violate curfew may be dismissed from the program. 
 
Following the curfew policy is each student’s responsibility.  Students who are delayed and will be late 
for curfew are responsible for calling the BBS Residential Office to notify staff of their whereabouts and 
intended return. The BBS Residential Staff will work to ensure that students are checked-in each night, 
and will conduct routine checks of the hallways and front door area, but they will not be held 
responsible if students choose to leave their designated residence hall area over the course of the night.    
Missing curfew and/or leaving the designated residence hall area after check-in is grounds for 
disciplinary action and possible dismissal from the program. 
 
Curfew hours for the program participants are below, but subject to adjustment pending seasonal 
changes in academic and/or rehearsal/performance commitments: 

Sunday – Thursday, 9:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m.  
Friday & Saturday, 10:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. 

 

Quiet Hours 

This program is committed to engaging students in, and delivering, a high quality experience, so NU 
Vision School students living in the residence halls will maintain strict quiet hours in support of creating 
a productive and distraction-free space to study, work on academic assignments, and get a good night’s 
sleep.  The following hours will be held as quiet hours: 

Sunday – Thursday, 10:00 p.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
Friday & Saturday, 1:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 

  

Visitors and Guests  

NU Vision School guests (including family members) are not permitted entrance into the residence hall 
or the NU Vision School student rooms. Parents/guardians planning to visit their students must make 
arrangements ahead of time with the BBS Residential Staff. This program strictly prohibits overnight 
guests at any time. 
 

Room Searches 

Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University staff reserve the right to enter occupied rooms 
without notice if they deem that such action is necessary for the protection, safety, health, or comfort of 
residents.  Northeastern University housing staff will complete health and safety checks of each room at 
least once per term. Advance notice will be provided for these health and safety checks. 

 
Room Keys 

Rooms assigned to program participants use key-card access in place of actual keys. NU Vision School 
participants will have purple IDs that identify them as high school students. It is the responsibility of the 
student to maintain possession of his/her Husky ID card at all times. The BBS Residential Supervisor will 
have a master key in the event of lockouts.  Lost Husky ID cards must be replaced as soon as possible, 



 

 

during normal business hours, at the Husky ID office located at 4 Speare Hall. Students will be charged a 
$15 replacement fee. 
 
Room Keys also serve as meal cards. Therefore, if students lose their Husky ID card, they must contact 
the on-duty BBS Residential Staff immediately to obtain temporary meal passes until they are able to 
obtain a new card. Students may be charged for these additional meal passes.  
 

Facilities Issues 

If facility issues should arise and/or your room has needs any repairs, please notify the BBS Resident 
Supervisor or on-duty BBS Residential Staff. The BBS Residential Staff will submit the appropriate work 
order requests and facilitate completion of all repairs. 
 

Cleanliness/Damages 

Students are responsible for the cleanliness and condition of their rooms, the hallways, and common 
areas of the residence hall.  They will be held responsible, individually and/or collectively, for any 
damaged or missing University property. Grade reports, transcripts, or certificates of completion may be 
held until any damage charges are paid in full. 
 

Laundry Rooms 

Laundry facilities are available in the residence hall for student use. The University is not responsible for 
articles left unattended. Washing machines cannot be used to dye clothing. To resolve any problems 
regarding laundry, please contact Mac Gray directly at 1.800.MAC.GRAY. 
 

Dining and Meals 
 
Residential students of NU Vision School are allotted 19 meals per week. There are four dining hall 
options available: Stetson East, Stetson West, Rebecca’s Café, and the Curry Student Center (cash only). 
All other dining halls are considered out-of-bounds; students caught eating in dining halls other than 
Stetson and Curry may be subject to disciplinary action. On weekdays, students are expected to eat 
breakfast before 9:00 a.m. and lunch typically at 12:00 p.m. Dinner times and weekend dining hours 
vary depending on individual schedules. As will all other campus travel, students are expected to eat 
using the buddy system; no student should eating/getting food alone. NU Vision School commuter 
students do not have access to the Northeastern University dining halls other than the Curry Student 
Center. 
 

Supervision Plan 

Given the varied nature of students’ ballet classes and commitments, along with the flexibility provided 
to accommodate these unique schedules, NU Vision School students will have some unsupervised time 
in the dining halls, library, and other public campus spaces.  Likewise, students will travel on and off 
campus unsupervised, using the buddy system. For all travel and activity outside the supervised realm 
(i.e. off-campus outings, weekend travel, etc.), students will be required to complete and submit 
corresponding permission forms. For the safety and accountability of all students, the general 
supervision plan is as follows: 



 

 

 
Weekdays (academic and BBS classes in session) 

 BBS Residential Staff meets all students and turns them over to NU faculty for academic day 

 Students sign in with Studio Administrator at BBS upon arrival 

 Students sign out with Studio Administrator at BBS upon departure 

 Students sign in with BBS Residential Staff upon return at NU residence hall  

 BBS Residential staff works in residential office and ensures that all students are in the building 
by 9:00 p.m. 

 
Saturdays (BBS classes in session) 

 Students sign out with BBS Residential Staff before travelling to Boston Ballet studios 

 Students sign in with Studio Administrator at BBS upon arrival 

 Students sign out with Studio Administrator at BBS upon departure 

 Students sign in with BBS Residential Staff upon return at NU residence hall 

 BBS Residential Staff works in residential office and ensures that all students are in the building 
by 10:00 p.m. 

 
Sundays (no BBS or academic classes) 

 BBS Residential Staff will plan some activities for students 

 Students are free to leave the building during their free time, with the following stipulations: 
o Students must always travel using the buddy system; no student can leave the building 

alone 
o Students will sign out with BBS Residential Staff before leaving, and sign in upon return   
o Students will leave cell phone numbers with BBS dorm staff, and will carry dorm staff 

numbers with them.   

 BBS Residential Staff works in residential office and ensures that all students are in the building 
by 9:00 p.m. 

 

On and Off Campus Travel  

Students will travel on campus and between Northeastern University and the Boston Ballet 
unsupervised, but must use buddy system.  Students caught not using the buddy system will be 
disciplined. For safety reasons, when walking to and from the Boston Ballet, students and staff must 
follow the approved route(s)—see map—on Huntington Avenue and/or Columbus Avenue to traverse 
the city. During the first two weeks of the program, BBS will provide extra supervision while students are 
travelling on and off campus to help them learn their way and to get comfortable with their 
surroundings. At times throughout the year, a shuttle service may be provided. Students may only ride 
in designated vehicles with authorized program drivers. Students are not permitted, under any 
circumstance, to accept rides from unauthorized personnel.  Failure to comply with this escort policy will 
result in disciplinary action. 
 
On campus and weekend travel – Students will travel unsupervised, but must use buddy system.  
Students caught not using the buddy system will be disciplined. During the first two weeks of the 
program, BBS will provide extra supervision while students are travelling on and off campus to help 
them learn their way and get comfortable with their surroundings.   

 



 

 

Exceptions – If a student needs to leave campus on his/her own, or will be spending a night away from 
campus, a permission form will be provided to parents to alleviate BBS and NU of responsibilities while 
the student is away. 
 

Student Services 

Academic Advising 

To ensure that students receive individual and holistic support, all students have access to advising from 
their NU Vision School Directors of Learning, to ballet mentorship from a Boston Ballet School faculty 
member, and to guidance from the Boston Ballet School Counselor, Katherine Wilson. By way of these 
personnel, students will be supported in their academic, personal, and career goals. Students are highly 
encouraged to take full ownership of their experience in the program, but parents and guardians may be 
in touch with NU Vision School and BBS staff should they have any questions or concerns. 

 

Health Policies and Resources 
Health Insurance – Boston Ballet School and Northeastern require health insurance provider 
information to be on file upon registration in order to facilitate medical attention should an emergency 
arise. For international or out-of-state students, please note that The Massachusetts Health Connection 
(www.mahealthconnector.org and 1-877-MA-ENROLL) is an independent referral resource for finding 
private health insurance plans in Massachusetts. Students who are Massachusetts residents and qualify 
may register for Commonwealth Care and other low-cost health insurance plans at the website above. 
Should a student require medical attention, BBS staff will accompany students to the doctor and will 
also help facilitate PCP visits. 
 
Health Services – Students who are deemed at risk of injury to themselves or others for any reason may be required to 

receive a medical clearance and/or subsequent follow-ups in order to continue participating in classes, rehearsals, or 
performances. This decision will be solely at the discretion of Boston Ballet School, with input from Boston Ballet School’s 
Directors, Wellness team, Northeastern University/NU Vision School advisors, and other medical professionals. Concerns 
regarding risks of injury may result from any number of reasons, including a student who demonstrates erratic behavior, 
sudden weight loss or weight gain, or visible physical limitations to class participation.  A student’s parent or guardian will be 
immediately notified and offered guidance and support in setting up required appointment(s) with one of Boston Ballet 
School’s wellness experts. The confidentiality of students and families is always carefully guarded. All student health concerns 
are approached with care and are discussed in a private conference with a parent or guardian present. Students/ parents are 
responsible for paying for any mandatory clearances and follow-ups; though, major insurance providers cover most evaluations. 
 
Nutrition – Jan Hangen, M.S., R.D., L.D.N has been Boston Ballet School’s consulting nutritionist for many years.  She is affiliated 
with Children’s Hospital Sports Medicine Clinic and is available to help students develop a personalized nutrition program by 
appointment.  She may be reached at 617.566.7100. 
 
Physical Therapy Clinic — BBS Consulting Physical therapist Susan Kinney leads the physical therapy clinic. The appointments 
allow students to receive a general physical therapy screening, provide information about injury prevention or treat a particular 
injury. Individualized recommendations are provided to help improve and sustain each student’s overall physical health. Please 
visit www.bostonballet.org/pt for the schedule and details on making an appointment. 
 

Counseling – Katherine Wilson, LICSW, Boston Ballet School Counselor, is currently a member of the Comprehensive 
Psychiatric Associates in Wellesley and has over 15 years of experience of working with adolescents. Ms. 
Wilson trained at the School of American Ballet and danced professionally with the Pacific Northwest 

http://www.mahealthconnector.org/


 

 

Ballet.  She has a deep understanding of the unique needs of dancers. Ms. Wilson can be reached at: 
katherinewilson@comcast.net. 
 
Medical, Emotional, or Emergency Leave – During the year, a student may need to depart temporarily 
from school for medical, psychological, personal, family, or emergency reasons.  Requests for leaves are 
approved at the discretion of Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University. Families may submit 
documentation in support of student requests for leave. If a request is declined by the school, or if a 
student is unable to safely return to the school, the student may be counseled to withdraw from the 
program.  

Disability Resource Center 

Students may seek an accommodation for a documented disability or disabilities that are substantially 
limiting, including “invisible” disabilities such as chronic disease or learning disabilities, by registering 
with the Disability Resource Center (DRC).  Students should register after their enrollment, but no later 
than arriving on campus. The information provided is kept confidential, except to relevant faculty and 
staff who will be informed if they are expected to provide accommodations.  NU Vision School is 
committed to providing reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities that are 
substantially limiting.  To register, students complete the “Student Disclosure Form” and return it to the 
DRC as instructed: http://www.northeastern.edu/drc/pdf/studisclosureform.pdf 
 
DRC staff members regularly work with students who have a variety of types of disabilities, primarily: 
AD(H)D, Asperger's syndrome and related disorders, chronic and degenerative disorders, hearing loss, 
learning disabilities, mobility impairments, psychiatric disorders, traumatic or acquired brain injury, and 
vision impairment. When services are approved, the DRC will provide the student with a letter of 
introduction to faculty, which indicates the service(s)/accommodation(s) for which the student has been 
approved.   
 
Snell Library 

The Northeastern University Library is at the hub of campus intellectual life. Resources include over 
900,000 print volumes, 206,500 e-books, and 70,225 electronic journals. The Snell Library building 
welcomes 1.5 million visitors a year on the Boston campus and the library’s web site serves users around 
the world. The library provides award-winning research and instructional services, a growing focus on 
networked information, and extensive special collections that document social justice efforts in the 
Greater Boston area. The library has an ambitious vision to expand its digital initiatives by developing its 
digital repository, digitizing unique collections, constructing integrated collaborative spaces, and 
fostering the adoption of digital media and the creation of new knowledge. The Northeastern University 
Library leads the way in redefining library service in the 21st century. 
NU Vision School students are permitted and encouraged to use the University Library. They must, 
however, be accompanied by a buddy at all times. A current student ID is required for entry. To access 
the Snell Library website, please visit http://library.northeastern.edu/. 
 
Campus Recreation 
 
NU Vision School students may access and participate in only those Northeastern University events, 
activities, and facilities sanctioned by the NU Vision School and Boston Ballet School.  The BBS 
Residential Supervisor will plan regular recreational activities. Beyond that, so long as the buddy system 
is employed at all times, students may utilize public campus spaces, such as the Curry Student Center. 

mailto:katherinewilson@comcast.net
http://www.northeastern.edu/drc/index.html
http://www.northeastern.edu/drc/pdf/studisclosureform.pdf
http://library.northeastern.edu/


 

 

 

Public Safety  

Northeastern University police officers are commissioned in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 
22C Section 63 of the Massachusetts General Laws, and have full law enforcement authority in and upon 
all property owned, occupied or used by the university.  NU Vision School students may contact them 
any time at: 

 
Emergency Line: (617) 373–3333 
Non-emergency Line: (617) 373–2121 

 
 
A personal safety escort service around campus, provided by the Public Safety Division, operates 24 
hours a day, seven days a week for any student with a Husky ID card. While this escort service is not to 
be abused, do not hesitate to call them to ensure your safety. Your safety is their reward.  For more 
information, visit http://www.northeastern.edu/publicsafety/services/escort.html  
 
The Public Safety Department encourages all students to take precautions and look out for their own 
safety. Some common sense safety measures include:  

 Using the buddy system at all times when in public.  

 Keep to well-lit areas that are commonly traveled and avoid shortcuts or dark, isolated areas. Be 
aware of your surroundings.  

 Trust your instincts. If you feel threatened, cross the street, enter a business establishment; 
seek the safety of having other people around you.  

 Never leave personal belongings unattended in a public place, including the studio and common 
areas in the residence halls.  

 Wearing dance clothes in public could provoke unwanted attention. Leotards are not 
appropriate to wear in public; wear something to fully cover leotards.  

 Leave valuables such as electronics or jewelry at home. Please label all personal property for 
easy identification. Neither Boston Ballet nor Northeastern University are liable for loss of or 
damage to personal property due to fire, theft, or any other cause, except to the extent 
provided by the law. Boston Ballet and Northeastern University assume no responsibility for 
property left behind by students upon their departure. 

 

Student Conduct, Regulations, and Guidelines 

Harassment and Misconduct Policy 

Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University are enriched by the diversity of their members. They recognize and respect 
individual differences in culture, race, ethnic origin, religion, gender, and sexual orientation, and provide a welcoming 
environment of respect and sensitivity. It is important that all members of the NU Vision School community (faculty, staff, 
students, and families) recognize that behavior, either verbal or physical, which disregards or demeans the self-esteem of 
others, is unacceptable. Such behaviors are unacceptable regardless of how they are communicated. Any individuals engaging 
in such behaviors will be subject to disciplinary action, which may include suspension, expulsion, or dismissal without advance 
notice. Other examples of misconduct include theft, smoking on the premises, physical or verbal aggression; possession, 
distribution, or use of illegal drugs. 
 

http://www.northeastern.edu/publicsafety/services/escort.html


 

 

Sexual Conduct Policy  

Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University do not condone sexual relationships for BBS students 
in this program. No such activity will be tolerated anywhere on the premises of the Boston Ballet School 
facilities, on Northeastern University campus, or on outings hosted by either institution. Failure to 
comply with this policy will result in disciplinary action and notification of parents/guardian. 
 

Drug and Alcohol Policy  

Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University promote a drug-free and smoke-free environment, 
with a strict no-tolerance policy for alcohol procession or use by underage students. Possession, use, 
distribution, sale, or transfer of alcohol, drugs, and/or paraphernalia by students in this program is 
strictly prohibited. NU Vision School students possessing or using illegal drugs or alcohol, or being in the 
presence of these substances, will be subject to disciplinary actions.  
 

Boundary Policy 

All NU Vision School students are permitted use of designated campus spaces utilized by the program 
during the academic day. All students may also use Snell Library and the Curry Student Center at their 
convenience, so long as they employ the buddy system and abide by residential supervision and curfew 
policies. NU Vision School residential students have additional access to the residential hall and Stetson 
East and West 
 
For safety reasons, there are a number of campus locations considered out-of-bounds to NU Vision 
School students. Unless by way of a sanctioned, chaperoned NU Vision program activity, students 
should, at no point, enter and/or be using any of the following campus locations:  The Marino Center, 
The Cabot Center, the Badger & Rosen Center (Squashbusters), dining hall facilities other than Stetson 
and Curry, residential halls other than Kennedy Hall, and any University student’s dorm room (this list is 
subject to change). Students caught out-of-bounds will be subject to disciplinary consequences, which 
could include program dismissal.  
 

Technology Policy 

All students will be expected to have a working laptop computer and a cell phone. When utilizing 
computers or other electronic devices (i.e., cell phones), students must, at all times, demonstrate 
respect for others.  Students may not:  

 

 Harass, cyberbully or discriminate against others  

 Disturb others by playing loud music or sounds  

 Share or reveal any personal, confidential or private information about other individuals  

 Attempt to gain unauthorized access to private information  

 Write or distribute viruses, spyware or malware  

 Circumvent the internet filtering software to access blocked websites  

 Plagiarize information  

 Violate any federal, state, local or common law, criminal statute or laws  

 Use or obtain profanity, obscenity, discriminatory language, vulgarities and other 
inappropriate language/graphics  
 



 

 

Violations of Boston Ballet School and/or Northeastern University rules involving the use of technology 
will be subject to disciplinary action, which may include suspension, expulsion or dismissal without 
advance notice. Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University reserve the right to determine if an 
action not mentioned is inappropriate and subject to discipline. 

 
    

Disciplinary Process and Procedures 

Students who violate policies and procedures outlined in this handbook are subject to the NU Vision 
School’s disciplinary process, led by a disciplinary board.  The Disciplinary Board will consist of a 
Northeastern University administrative officer, a Boston Ballet School administrative officer, and, in 
instances involving residential life, the Residential Director of the building.  Students will be asked to 
provide his/her account of the incident for review by the board. Consequences for offenses will be 
based on the nature of the violation(s), the severity of the resulting damage, injury or harm, the 
student’s past disciplinary record, and any mitigating circumstances. 
 
For non-academic offensive, the following outcomes are possible (in no particular order): 

g) Written warning 
h) Parental notification 
i) Early curfew 
j) Probation until the end of the session (Students placed on probation will be notified in writing 

that further misconduct will most likely result in dismissal from the program) 
k) Restitution for the repair or replacement of property 
l) Dismissal from the Residential program 
m) Dismissal from the School 

 
The following penalties apply for instances of academic dishonesty: 

e) Academic Probation  
f) Loss of credit for an assignment 
g) Loss of credit for a course (no credit, grade, or supporting documents awarded) 
h) Dismissal from the program 
 

In cases where a serious violation occurs, or a student puts him/herself or others in danger of physical 
harm, a decision for immediate dismissal may by made by the program administrators.  Violations of 
such severity will result in withdrawal from the program without grades, credit awarded, or 
documentation of program participation issued.  In cases where serious violations lead to immediate 
dismissal, the assistance of Northeastern University Public Safety will be requested. 
 
Students dismissed from their program, regardless of the offense, are notified in writing, and a parent or 
guardian is notified immediately after the decision for dismissal has been determined.  Students 
dismissed from their program are required to contact their parent or guardian to make travel 
arrangements at the earliest possible time and at the student’s expense. Students dismissed from their 
program will be asked to check out of their room under the supervision of a residential life staff 
member.  If a student or parent is unable or unwilling to pack their belongings, a moving company will 
be contracted by the University to pack and ship the student’s belongings at the student’s expense.  
Northeastern University is not responsible for any lost or damaged items. Likewise, students who have 



 

 

been dismissed from NU Vision School for academic, social, or residential violations will receive no 
refunds of any deposits or fees. Grades or documentation of program participation will not be issued to 
any student who has been dismissed. 

 

Financial Policies 

Payment Information –  

A $XXX, non-refundable, program deposit must be paid within XX days of acceptance into a program.  
Tuition will be divided and changed on a quarterly basis. Balances must be paid in full by published 
payment deadlines. 
 

Accepted Payment Methods 

All payments must be made by check, under the following conditions: 

 Check is written on a US bank account 
 Checks must not be starter checks – they must include the bank account owner’s name and 

address 
 The student name and NU ID # is listed in the memo section of the check 
 The check is made payable to Northeastern University or Northeastern Univ. We are unable to 

accept any other abbreviation 
 The check represents an amount due, or less. We are not able to accept overpayment. 

Checks or money orders (no cash or credit cards) should be made payable to Northeastern University 
and sent to the following address:  

Northeastern University  
P.O. Box 981085 
Boston, MA 02298-1085  

If you are mailing a payment without the payment coupon from the bill or sending the check overnight 

mail please use the following address: 

Student Financial Services  

Northeastern University 

 354 Richards Hall  

360 Huntington Avenue 

Boston, MA 02115    

Withdrawal Policies  

Withdrawal from NU Vision School (Academic Program) – 

 

Withdrawal from NU Vision School (Residential Program) – 

 



 

 

Medical Withdrawal— Students who leave the program due to a medical emergency incurred while 
participating in NU Vision School are eligible for up to a 50% refund of program costs.  Students 
requesting a refund for a medical withdrawal will need to submit a completed Medical Withdrawal 
Request form to the University Health and Counseling Services office, including a signature from a 
doctor or physician documenting the medical condition. 
 
Students who leave a program for medical reasons may choose to complete the course work from home 
in an online format by the scheduled end date of their program.  These students will not be eligible for a 
refund, but will be granted credit for the course(s) completed. 
 
*Students who withdraw or are dismissed from the program once it has started are responsible for their 
own travel expenses, including any fees incurred for changing flight reservations.   
 

 

Emergency Procedures 

Safety and security is a priority for Boston Ballet School and Northeastern University, and is the 
responsibility of the entire community. If you see something, please say something to a staff member. 
Comprehensive emergency procedures have been established for all facilities in collaboration with local 
police departments, and the affiliated staff is trained in those procedures. Facilities are equipped with 
fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, fire alarms, emergency telephones in studios, first aid kits and 
Automated External Defibrillators (AED). Each building has designated emergency exits, rally points, and 
staff certified in American Red Cross First Aid, CPR and AED usage. The University is prepared to respond 
to emergencies and urgent situations that require immediate action. A trained team of police officers, 
EMTs, health and counseling experts, student affairs and residential life staff, and other professionals 
form a coordinated group that is able to manage a wide range of potential situations. 
 
In the event of an emergency, please notify the nearest NU Vision School, Boston Ballet School, and/or Northeastern University 
staff member. For the safety of all, please follow staff instructions. Failure to do so puts everyone’s safety at risk. In case of an 
emergency evacuation, students will be safely and immediately escorted away from the building and assembled under the care 
of a staff member.  
 

Kennedy Hall Fire Evacuation Plan –confirm plan w/ NUPD, RES LIFE, & BALLET 

Each residence hall has a fire egress drill at least once per semester. Residence Hall staff will know when a drill is scheduled, but 
residents are generally not informed of the drill until they have evacuated the building. There, it is important to treat every 
alarm as a real emergency and follow these procedures: 

 At the sound of the alarm, move quickly and quietly to your closest exit, including the alarmed emergency exits. Close 
doors behind you as you leave. In an orderly fashion, follow the direction of your hall staff, NUPD, or City of Boston 
Fire Department. If possible, wear a coat and shoes and carry a towel to use in case of smoke. Keep these items easily 
accessible for emergency use, along with your keys and ID, since it may be hours before you are permitted to re-
enter. 

 If you are aware from your room when the alarm sounds, proceed to the nearest exit without returning to your room. 
The alarm signal is the same for a drill as for an actual emergency. Students who do not vacate or who return into the 
building during a drill or alarm will be subject to disciplinary action. 

  Wait in the designated NU Vision School evacuation area for an NUPD officer to arrive. The NUPD Officer will contact 
the BBS Resident Supervisor and/or on-duty BBS Resident staff. 

 Follow all further direction provided by the NUPD Officer and BBS Resident Staff. 

 



 

 

 

NU ALERT – Emergency broadcast communication messages  

In case of emergency or crisis situations that require immediate notification, University officials will 
deploy the NU ALERT system, which sends email, voicemail and text messages to students, faculty and 
staff. NU ALERT is intended to communicate pertinent information and, when appropriate, provide 
directions to those in the affected area(s). 
 
Examples of crisis situations range from snowstorms to national emergencies that have a local impact. 
PLEASE NOTE: The NU ALERT system broadcasts messages to the email addresses and telephone 
numbers students, faculty and staff have provided the University. It is important that the information is 
accurate and up to date. Students, faculty and staff can change or update their contact information by 
logging into the portal at www.myneu.neu.edu and following the instructions. The information you 
provide is kept completely confidential and will only be used to provide updates to the NU ALERT 
system. 
 

NUPD Contact Information 

Emergency Number 
Police, fire and medical emergency  
(617) 373-3333 
 
Non-Emergency Police Number   
(617) 373-2121 
(617) 373-5761 (Fax)  
(617) 373-3934 (TTY) 
 
Personal Safety Escort Program  
Provides personal safety escorts for persons walking from one point on campus to another, and 
traveling from the campus to their off-campus residence after dark (within one mile of the campus). 
 (617) 373-2121  
 
Snow Emergencies  
(617) 373-2000 

 

About Boston 

Map – A vibrant city with a small-town feel, Boston is a “walking city.”  The residential hall at 
Northeastern University is conveniently located one mile from Boston Ballet’s headquarters in the 
historic South End. The following map shows suggested routes between Northeastern University and the 
Boston Ballet.  
 
Public Transportation – The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) serves the greater 
Boston area with subway, bus, commuter rail, and boat transit options.  Students are encouraged to use 
the MBTA to travel around the city.  For more information on maps, fares, and the MBTA trip planner, 
please visit http://mbta.com/. Students are responsible for purchasing their own MBTA passes. 
 

http://www.myneu.neu.edu/
http://mbta.com/


 

 

Contact Information 

 

NU Vision School 
Executive Director………………………………………………Mya M. Mangawang, m.mangawang@neu.edu 
Chief Operating Officer…………………………………Dave Czesniuk, d.czesniuk@neu.edu, 617.373.7879 

 Director of Assessment and Accreditation………………….…….Jim Harrington, jjharri333@gmail.com 
Administration 

 Director of Operations……………………..…Kristi Woodworth, k.woodworth@neu.edu, 617.373.2283 

 Program Manager…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………TBD   

Academics 
 Dean of Curriculum………………………..……………..…Kimberly Nolan, k.nolan@neu.edu, 617.390.3622 

 Dean for Experiential Learning………..………….Christopher Unger, c.unger@neu.edu, 857.272.8941 

 Director of Learning and Curriculum……………………………….……………………………………………..………TBD   

Director of Learning and Curriculum……………………………………………………….……………………..………TBD 
 Director of Student Advising……………………………..………….Clara Lau, cl.lau@neu.edu, 617.373.6332  
Residential 
 BBS Resident Supervisor………………………..……………..…Judith Duffy,  

 Lead Resident Administrator……………….……………..……….Allison Jones,   

 Part-time Resident Administrator (x?)…………………………….……………………………………………..………TBD   

Kennedy Hall Resident Director……………………….……………..…………………… 

 NU Housing & Residential Life, Main Office……………..….…………..housing@neu.edu, 617.373.2814  

Public Safety 

 NU Police Department (Emergency)……………………………………………………………..…………617.373.3333 

 NU Police Department (Non-Emergency)……………….…617.373.2121 (Phone), 617.373.5761 

(Fax)  

 Personal Safety Escort 

Program………………………………….………………………………………….617.373.2121  

 Snow 

Emergencies ………………………………………………………………………………………………….617.373.2000 

 

Boston Ballet School  
Boston Ballet School Director…………Margaret Tracey, mtracey@bostonballet.org,  

 Administrative Director…….………Michele A. Carreiro, mcarreiro@bostonballet.org, 617.456.6335 

 Pre-Pro Manager……………………………..…Kelly Kerrigan, kkerrigan@bostonballet.org,  

 Administration Manager……………………………Carolyn Rock, crock@bostonballet.org,  

 Office of Administration………….……………………………….…….school@bostonballet.org, 617.456.6333 
Health & Wellness Consultants 

 Nutritionist……………………………………………………………………………………………Jan Hagen, 617.566.7100 

 Physical Therapist………………………………………………………….Susan Kinney, susankinneyarts@aol.com 

 Psychotherapist………………………………..……….…….Katherine Wilson, katherinewilson@comcast.net 
 



 

 

 

 


